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Seasonal Gifts
This Sunday!

Rev. Lara’s Welcome

Welcome to our December 19 service “No Reh earsal Pageant”!
This Sunday, December 19, at 10 a.m., please join us for our
“hybrid” (both in-person and live streaming) multigenerational worship service! That’s right – our kids (now masked
and vaccinated!) will be back with us in the sanctuary! I cannot wait! DRE Thea Shapiro and I will lead the service, which
is going to be a lot of fun. Don’t miss it!

Please be ready to visit this website during the service (from
your computer or smart phone, etc.): http://menti.com. The
number to enter there on Sunday morning is again 6772
2124. I will be asking you to tell us your name (if you wish)
through that site, so that we will know some of the people
who are participating virtually. Later, during Candles of Caring, you will have the option of sharing a joy or concern
For those of you joining us in-person, you must wear a mask.
through http://menti.com as well.
We request and expect that everyone who is able to be
vaccinated (by age and health) will get vaccinated before
This week, as in weeks past, those in person will have the
attending in-person services. There will be no singing during
option to gather outside if they wish (though it is pretty cold
“yellow light” conditions, but Molly will play and we will
now). Those who are virtual can gather immediately after
make other joyful noises! We will have printed Orders of
the service on Zoom if they wish. This same Zoom address
Service for those who want them. We also have a QR code
will be used by anyone who wishes (those who were at the
available for you to scan (with your camera app) and see the
service in person, virtually, or those who missed the service
OOS each week on your smart phone if you prefer. As last
for that matter!) at noon for an all-church social gathering!
year, I will also email out the OOS in advance.
Here’s that Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/94103871106?
For those of you joining us virtually, we will show the
pwd=Tk5DUk84SERTakFVQ1kzY1pncktDUT09
livestream on YouTube live again this week! Just go to
https://www.youtube.com/firstchurchunitarianlittleton/live
Meeting ID: 941 0387 1106
In faith,
for our 10 a.m. start. (The back-up address, in case there are
Passcode: 01460
any issues with YouTube, would be http://facebook.com/
Rev. Lara
firstchurchunitarianlittleton.)

Christmas Eve Service! Friday, December 24 th 6:00 p.m.
Join us for our (hybrid) Christmas Eve Service!

The indoor service will feature a homily, a Time for All Ages,

We will be in the sanctuary for the first part of the service, with

music, readings, and more.

masks and distancing. For the second part of the service, we

The outside service will feature performances by The Church

will be outside by the fire pit, singing! Please bundle up and

Choir, The Artemis Singers, and The UU Ukes, and then we’ll all

bring a light if you need it to see the lyrics (your cell phone light

sing a few carols together. All ages are welcome!

might work). We expect that everyone who can be vaccinated

We will stream the service on YouTube live, so go to http://

(by age and health) will do so to participate in person.

youtube.com/firstchurchunitarianlittleton/live to participate
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Thank you, Emily, for helping out in RE last

Thea’s R.E. News
This week RE will be joining you
in the Sanctuary for our no

week. We made a Gingerbread House that
Reminder No RE December, 26.
For planning purposes please let

is in the Sanctuary. Check it out!

rehearsal Christmas Pageant.

me know if your child will be
We invite you to dress up in
coming on January,2.
holiday colors or festive clothing I'll be here!
or ugly Christmas sweaters or
In Peace,
bell and bows and lights or
Thea
anything that feels celebratory.

Even if you're on Zoom.
We are so looking forward to
this!

Music and Moly: Joy to the World!
Isaac Watts was one of the most
celebrated creators of hymns.
However, his famous creation, “Joy to

celebrate the impact of God on the
world. After a century, the second part
of this verse was adapted by Lowell

the World” was born of coincidence.

Mason to music into one of the most

In 1719, Watts published “The Psalms

celebrated Christmas carols of all time.

of David,” a collection of poems
where each verse was based on a
psalm. But, instead of translating the

In 1911, the Trinity Choir recorded a
version, which became extremely

original texts of the “Old Testament,”

popular. Since then, renditions have

he made subtle adjustments. The

been recorded by an artists like Mariah

poem was an adaptation of “Psalm

Carey, Johnny Cash, Walter Cherry,

Pentatonix.
“Joy to the World” inspires listeners
to look forward to the future. The
message, “We must hope, and
rejoice - the future will be bright”
was accompanied well with melody
and harmonies that are uplifting

and in the forward motions.
Watts and Mason’s work sparked a
tune that will ring through the ages.

98.” The poet interpreted this verse to Bing Crosby, .The Supremes and

Racial Justice: This time 170 years ago
On December 17, 1862, Union General Ulysses S. Grant
issued Order No. 11, expelling all Jewish people from

These views were heavily influenced by the pervasive

the Tennessee District, which encompassed portions of

prejudice that Jewish people engaged in war
profiteering. Under Order No. 11, Jewish residents of the

Tennessee, Kentucky, and Mississippi. In the midst of

Tennessee District were prohibited from obtaining trade

the Civil War, the Tennessee District consisted of areas

licenses and risked imprisonment if they did not leave the

within southern states held under Union control.

district boundaries within one day.

Grant, who would later be elected president, issued his
order based on anti-Semitic stereotypes and rumors.
Grant was in charge of black market cotton trading and

"The Jews, as a class violating every regulation of trade
established by the Treasury Department and also department orders," the order read, "are hereby expelled from the

blamed the Jewish community for corruption and

department twenty-four hours from receipt of this order."

speculation.

Still far go to, but
how far We’ve come!

Check out Jeff Geller’s hilarious and
decidedly UU story books on the back page...
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Yule Winter Solstice
Join us for the celebration Friday,
December 17 at 7 PM.
Yule is a pagan celebration of the
winter
solstice. At this holiday we give
thanks, let go of the past & look
forward to what lies ahead.
We also celebrate the Sun, rebirth,
and renewal of the continuation of
life. Learn more here.
The plan is to meet in the basement,
masks, socially distance &
vaccinated. There will be no singing
or dancing, however, we will do
choral readings make joyful rhythms
together. To learn more, Carole Tillis
<caroletillis@icloud.com>

Learn more HERE

A SEASONAL TRADITION FOR OVER 50 YEARS
Black Nativity retells the Nativity

performed off-Broadway in 1961,

story set to jubilant gospel music,

and was one of the first plays

dramatic dance, black vernacular

written by an African- American

and Biblical narrative. Traditional

to be staged there. Since 1970,

Christmas carols are sung in
gospel style, with a few songs

Black Nativity has been performed annually in Boston where

created specifically for the show.

it has been re-imagined and

Originally written by Langston

profoundly stamped.

Hughes, the show was first

Director Elma Lewis, Music Director John Andrew Ross and
Choreographer George Howard.
In the spirit of their innovations,
the show feels new every year.

Paramount Center, Boston
Mechanic’s Hall, Worcester
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Women's Alliance Home Church Holiday Bazaar
December 19th.
Join in on the fun!
We will sell our Jams and Crafts after church on
Sundays, December 19th in the Vestry.
As we did following the Fall Festival, we will limit the
number of shoppers to five at a time. If we aren't

back in the church at that point, we will set up outside, weather permitting.
Come and shop for some of your favorites and
some new ones, too!

Annual Potpourri Service Coming December 26th!
This year the Deacons will again be
hosting our annual Potpourri Service

who wishes to share a favorite poem,
artwork, a personal memory, a short

wish to have the Deacons read for
them, please submit your readings to

on the Sunday after

story, a dramatic read-

the Deacons no later than December

Christmas, December

ing or a piece of prose.

26th. After a busy holiday

We would ask that you

22nd. We will also have wonderful
music and children’s time at the Pot-

season, this service gives

keep your sharing to 2-3

pourri Service, so start thinking

our wonderful minister
and Music Director a sun-

minutes so that all who
wish can share. Since

about what you want to share and
we look forward to seeing our fami-

day to stay home and re-

we will be in hybrid

lies and friends on December 26th!

lax. So, what is the Potpourri Service? This lay led serve is a

mode, those who want
to share but want to attend at home

low key but fun way for members to
share with each other and to recover

in their PJs should ask someone who
is attending to read for them . The

Happy Holidays from the Deacons,

from the holiday madness. The shar-

Deacons are also available to read on

man

ing will be an opportunity for anyone

your behalf. If virtual participants

Cindy Malley, Bill Duston, Monica Pil-
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Christmas Cookies for Neighborhood Supper
December 17th
In keeping with our holiday tradition

You can also contact me at

of giving small gifts to our friends at

Neighborhood@fculittle.org to help!

the Supper, we are baking Christmas
Cookies for our December meal.

We are serving more people than
ever, so the more cookies the better!

Thank you to those who dropped

We appreciate your support in mak-

cookies off at FCU.

ing the Neighborhood Supper a welcoming place in our community.

th

We are cooking, December 17 .

-Kris Ersland on behalf of the
Neighborhood Supper

Thank You, Everyone who has
already contributed to the staff
holiday gift fund!
We are back in Yellow Light
mode for in-person church , and I
plan to see you at church this
Sunday,
December 12th!
-Monica

CTRI offers Tips for Supporting Others
Through Grief and Loss
When someone experiences a loss, it
demands their attention. It is all they
can see, hear, and feel. That is why
counsellors and helpers need to sup-

port others with self-compassion and
explore “What has been lost?” “What
has changed?” and “What remains?”
Helping others reflect on these questions is an important part of learning
to sit with grief.

Read the article here
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Emmet Land January Hike
Saturday, January 8, 2022 10am-1130am
Location:
Emmet Conservation Land Meet at Trailside Way, off Powers

Join Trust member Kate Hollister as
we explore some of them in the quiet

Road in the town parking off the

winter season. Snowshoes or traction

cul-de-sac,
Westford MA

cleats are recommended depending
on conditions. Sociable dogs on leash

With over 500 acres of protected

are welcome. Walks are free of

open space, the Emmet Conservation Land and Mass Audubon’s
Nashoba Brook Sanctuary provide

charge.
No sign up required.

miles of trails to enjoy.

978-392-6802

For further information, call Kate at

A Note from your Assistant Treasurer
Pledges:

you pledged for FY22 or where you stand on that
th

As of Dec 12 , we have received $104,365.87
toward pledges of $185,365.24.

pledge or even if you’d like to make a pledge
(it’s never too late).

This represents 56.3% of our pledges for FY22!
This is wonderful!!

Thank you for your ongoing generosity to our
beloved community!!

Last year at this time we had collected 53.3%.

Peace,

Please contact Prisl Dumka at
Prisl Dumka, Assistant Treasurer
assistreas@fculittle.org if you’d like to know what

Littleton 100 Covid Booster Vaccines Available
The Littleton Board of Health will

offer the Moderna vaccine

offer a Booster clinic at

(100 appointments).

Littleton Town Offices,

Appointments are neces-

37 Shattuck Street,

sary as walk-ins can't be

Wednesday, 12/22/21
From 3-6pm in Room 103 I

accommodated.

I the Multipurpose room.
The boosters would be for those 18

years old and greater who meet the
eligibility for a booster (here is the
link to for determining eligibility: https://www.mass.gov/infodetails/covid-19-booster-frequently
-asked-questions) and we would

NO FLU Vaccine will be offered.
Here is the link to make an
appointment for a booster.
https://home.color.com/vaccine/
register/nashoba?calendar=2f64b9745011-4498-bca5-ded2d2e09315
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in the Building
Greetings FCU members and friends,
The Executive Team wishes to

(under 40 degrees outside) to
keep the windows open. The

situation where you are
unsure of the vaccination

provide you with a Covid Status

Reopening Task Force (RTF)

status of the people around

Update:

requested CO2 monitors be
placed in the

you, we ask that you do not
attend church in person and

GOOD NEWS: Our RED LIGHT
strategy worked! There have been no

sanctuary so that we can gather

instead take advantage of our

data on the air exchange when
the windows are closed.

hybrid service option.
Wait 5-7 days after exposure

IMPORTANT REMINDERS:

then get a COVID test.

further cases of Covid-19, so we are
moving back to YELLOW STATUS as
of 12/8.

•

Maintain at least 3' physical
distance

If you have any questions, please
reach out to ET@fculittle.org

•

● Wear a mask (double masking

With much gratitude,

suggested)

The Executive Team,

Vaccination (and a booster) is

Marth Childs, Sara Cope, Bill

expected

Duston, Jen Jaksa, Larry Kaylor,

COVID EXPOSURE: If you

Cindy Malley, Monica Pilman,

have been exposed or in a

Laura Semple, and Karen Tucker
Barisano

WHAT THAT MEANS:
Staff members will be in the
building, the choir will be back to
practicing in person and next
Sunday, Dec 12 we will be back in
the sanctuary.
WINTER is coming, so it will
soon become too cold

•
•

Hospitality Volunteers Needed
Thank you so much for all you do for
this community and for filling our

The link can also be found on the hospitality page of the web site.

Sunday Hospitality needs through the If you can’t sign up online please confall! Thank you and we still need you! tact me by text:
We have open slots, particularly in

(309) 532-3511 or email: hospitali-

the next few weeks, and so I invite

ty@fculittle.org.

your continued generosity. Please, if

LOCAL UU JOB
OPENINGS
The First Religious Society in
Carlisle is seeking applicants
to fill several employment
openings.
•

Book-keeper

you can, sign up to be an usher or to
bring flowers in the coming weeks.

May all the blessings of this season
and this community be yours,

•

Office Assistant

•

Technical Coordinator

We have reduced the sign-ups to 2

Jackie Clement

•

Technology Consultant

Hospitality Coordinator

CHECK OUT THE LISTINGS
HERE.

ushers and 1 flower
arrangement each Sunday.
Sign up at https://signup.com/go/
oEKruxP.

Last Minute Holiday Books!
Have you ever felt different or alone in a
crowd? We are all special and see things
from unique perspectives. This can
sometimes lead you down your own
path and adventure. Harold was born on
a Christmas tree farm, and unlike the
other trees who would love to be
selected by a family on Christmas, he
would rather stay put on the farm. Join
Harold and his friends of every religion—
including Buddhist beavers, Taoist
squirrels, Unitarian owls, African
chipmunks, Native American
woodpeckers, even a visit from Hershel
the Jewish Reindeer, and of course
Christmas trees—as they work together
to help Harold become his own holiday
tree and make the farm a better place
for the future. Truly a holiday book for
everyone!

Why are all the Christian reindeer
working on Christmas Eve when they
should be home with their own families? Join Hershel the Jewish reindeer
as he and his friends of every religion,
including a Hindu elf, Muslim gnome,
Buddhist reindeer, atheist navigator,
agnostic weather forecaster, and even

the tooth fairy, work together to help
out their Christian friends on their
special night. Hershel knows that they
would help him the same way if he ever
needed it!

Learn more about Jeff
Geller HERE.

