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Rev. Lara’s Welcome: Giving Thanks

This Sunday, November 21, at 10 a.m., please join us for our “hybrid” (both
in-person and live streaming) worship service! This week, much of our content will come from you. Everyone will be participating on http://menti.com (in
the sanctuary and those online) as our deacons lead us in thinking about our
gratitude this year.
For those of you joining us in-person, you must wear a mask. We request
and expect that everyone who is able to be vaccinated (by age and health)
will get vaccinated before attending in-person services.
(Children under 12 will be downstairs with masks, air filters,
The flowers
and distancing.) There will be no singing during “yellow light”
today are in
conditions, but Molly will play and we will make other joyful
appreciation of
noises! We will have some printed Orders of Service for those Alice Schafer
who want them. We also have a QR code available for you to
on her birthday”
scan (with your camera app) and see the OOS each week on
your smart phone if you prefer. This week’s QR code is shown
below. As last year, I will also email out the OOS in advance.
For those of you joining us virtually, we expect to show the
livestream on YouTube live again this week! Just go to https://
www.youtube.com/firstchurchunitarianlittleton/live for our 10 a.m. start. (The
back-up address, in case there are any issues with YouTube, would be
http://facebook.com/firstchurchunitarianlittleton.) Don’t forget that you can
select the “full screen” viewing option and that your computer (lap tap, smart
phone, etc.) also has volume options that you can use to hear better.
Please be ready to visit this website during the service (from your computer
or smart phone, etc.): http://menti.com. The number to enter there on Sunday morning is again 6772 2124. Then, you can provide information as you
wish to the questions. I will be asking you to tell us your name (if you wish)
through that site, so that we will know some of the people who are participating virtually. Later, during Candles of Caring, you will have the option of sharing a joy or concern through http://menti.com as well. We will all share our
gratitude through menti as well, including those worshipping in person! So
bring your smart phone if you have one.
This week, as in weeks past, those in person will have the option to gather
outside if they wish (though it is getting chilly). Those who are virtual can
gather immediately after the service on Zoom (see link below) if they wish.
Starting this week, this same Zoom address will be used by anyone
who wishes (those who were at the service in person, virtually, or those
who missed the service for that matter!) at noon for an
all-church social gathering!

Here’s that Zoom link:

https://zoom.us/j/94103871106?
pwd=Tk5DUk84SERTakFVQ1kzY1pncktDUT09
Meeting ID: 941 0387 1106
Passcode: 01460

In faith,

Rev. Lara
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Thea’s RE News
Thank you, Cindy and Vio for joining us last Sunday. We decorated luminary
bags for the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service hosted by Congregational
Church of Littleton (CCOL). Each member church in the Council has been
asked to decorate luminary bags. If you go to the service, see if you can tell
which ones we made. This week Jackie and Vio will be joining us. Vio will
be telling us about how Indigenous Peoples honor their history during
Thanksgiving. We will be working on our gratitude journals.
And maybe take a walk. I hope you your children can join us.
Do you have something you would like to share with our children and youth,
a story about something exciting you have done in your life, like rock climbing, mountain climbing? Traveling and meeting new people? Poetry? Making
art or a craft? Nature?
Please contact Debbie Eston and let her know, or email me
at dre@fculittle.org
I'm sure the children and youth would love to have you share with them.
Important: There will not be RE on November 28
In peace,

Thea
Music and Molly
Background to ‘Let All Things Now Living’
Katherine Kennicott Davis studied at Wellesley College in MA. She taught
singing and piano in Concord, MA, and Philadelphia. After 1929 she devoted
herself largely to music composition, writing eight hundred pieces, most of
which were choral (often under pseudonyms). One of her most popular
songs is "The Little Drummer Boy," originally called "Carol of the
Drum" (1941). The song’s text was first published in 1939 under the name
John Cowley, one of Davis’ pseudonyms. Employing Old Testament images,
the text calls forth praise from all creatures. We join our praise to that of the
universe in a song of “hosanna and praise.”

UUA.org
Decolonizing Thanks Giving:
a Virtual Worship Service

Un-learning Session

Thursday, Nov. 18 at 7:30 ET

Un-learning Sessions are an

In observation of Native American Herit-

educational organic environment

age Month, and the UUA commitments
to reconsider our denomination's heritage and cultural practices related to the
US holiday of Thanksgiving, please join

Tuesday, Nov. 23 at 4-5:30 ET

taking note of Indigenous
perspectives as applied and
adapted to various conversations.

UU Ministry for Earth for this program.

Un-learning Sessions are fluid and

In recent years, UUs have made

dynamic; no two sessions will be

a commitment to reconsider the cultural

alike as the subject matter will be

and colonial foundations, in counsel and

fluid based on participant input.

relationship with First Nations and

Facilitated by Alan Lechusza

Indigenous communities. This virtual

Aquallo. Register HERE: https://

worship service, crafted by centering
Indigenous people and cultures, is an

us02web.zoom.us/meeting/

invitation to come together in that spirit.

register/

Register HERE:

tZAtdeyhqDMoG-

https://bit.ly/DecolonizingThanksGiving

tA0OhzELbBbjCfy5nGwLb7h
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Racial Justice
Sunday night at 6:30pm on ZOOM
Embracing Racial Justice. We will be showing a
short video (Spoken Poetry-I'm Tired) and have
an open discussion about the video.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88663816856?
pwd=NGkvWk9LY2daczI5UjZGaWMrUzlOUT09

Meeting ID: 886 6381 6856
Passcode: 489323

Paper Stories,
Layered
Dreams: The Art of
Ekua Holmes
until January 23, 2022
I'd like to recommend a
trip to the MFA in
Boston to see this
exhibit. A lifelong
Roxbury resident,
Holmes art is filled with
color and life. It is so
worth a trip! The below
photo will give you just
a taste! -Kris Ersland

Women’s Alliance
Thank you for your generosity to the Women’s Alliance project: Donations
for Afghan Refugees .We were able to increase the number of individual
bags from 12 to 20 to be donated to the International Institute of New
England. Families will be receiving shower curtains, bath rugs as well as
many other bathroom essentials.

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Sunday November 21, 7 PM
First Congregational Church of Littleton,
330 King Street
Cindy Malley will be the FCU speaker at this outdoor service, weather permitting. Included will be
a path of light walk with candles and luminaries.
Folding chairs will be available or participants can
bring their own.
If the weather doesn't cooperate, the service will
be held indoors with masks required in
accordance with Littleton Board of Health
mandate.
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Social Justice &
NEEDED ITEMS
Important Household
Basics Needed Now
We are open for drive in/drop off donations
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 9-noon.
No appointment necessary.
The number of requests for help is steadily
increasing and expected to continue through
the winter months. Our supply chain has taken
a major hit due to months of COVID restrictions,
and we now need your help to meet this
ongoing need.
530 Main Street, Acton, MA 01720
https://householdgoods.org

Pamphlet Podcast @HSL
The Pamphlet Podcast was a co-hosted by Rev.
Dr. Susan Ritchie and Rev. Sean Neil-Barron in
2016-2017. Together they uncovered the hidden
histories of Unitarian Universalism. The Harvard
Square Library is pleased to offer an archive of all
twelve episodes at harvardsquarelibrary.com
From pirates practicing forms of congregational
polity far more radical than that espoused in the
Cambridge Platform, to the actual origins of the
three dimensional chalice, to Soviet spies at the
American Unitarian Association, to how Boston
Unitarians ruined food forever, you'll find here a
fascinating and often humorous take on UU
history.

Register Now for
In-Person GA 2022!
Registration is now open for in-person
attendance. Full-time registration is $475 for
adults, and $250 for high school youth and retired
and candidate ministers. Financial support for
registration, lodging credit within the GA room
block, as well as a payment plan are available. Inperson registration rates will increase on March 1
and again on May 1. Registration for virtual
participation will open March 1.

Clean quality
mattresses & box springs all
sizes
Dining tables
Dining chair sets
Upholstered chairs and
couches
Drinking glass sets
Sheet sets (all sizes)
Blankets (all sizes)
Bed pillows (unstained)
Microwaves,
coffee makers, toasters
Kitchen utensils
(ie: spoons, spatulas)
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Concord Prison Outreach Gift Bags
Harvard UU Church Fellowship building,
Elm Street in Harvard on the Harvard Common.

SHIFTS

Several FCU members have signed up for Friday
afternoon and Saturday to assemble holiday gift
bags at the Harvard UU for incarcerated men who
are our neighbors at MCI-Shirley and Souza
Baranowski prison. Having worked in the prison
system over the past twelve holiday seasons, I

-Friday Nov 19;

know how difficult this time of year is for prisoners .
We will make their holidays more festive.

9AM to Noon -- Full

We've had a terrific turn out with 25 volunteers and
could use a few more.
If you have friends who might want to join, please
welcome them to sign up: Click here https://

1-4PM - 4 spots left FCUers will be there
-Saturday Nov 20;

-Saturday Nov 20;
Noon to 4PM - 2 spots left
- FCUers will be there.

docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19h1peWJcscsLOEOrk7q949FEzTekLLLtxYmV7Wcbvk/edit#gid=640449197

Remember to wear your mask and bring positive
energy!
For questions, please reach out to :
Patty Ruze 978-844-6393 or
Ginger Kendall 978-621-8314
Susan Tordella, susan.tordella@gmail.com 978
846 2811

Now through November 30, 2021,
sign up to bring the documentary film The Condor
and Eagle to your congregation, or just stream it
anytime with your household, family and friends!
December 7, 2021, at 7 ET, join Climate Crisis:
Act Now, a special panel presented by UU
Ministry for Earth, Fourth Universalist Church of
New York, the UUA Office at the UN, and the
New York Unitarian Universalist Justice.

Visit Unitarian Universalist Ministry for
Earth online at
uuministryforearth.org.

December 22, 2021 at 8 ET join us for a
special Winter Solstice Service.

FCU Arts Playshop with Niela Miller
The FCU Arts Playshop meets again Saturday, December 11, 2021
11am-1pm on Zoom.

Please register with me to be put on the email list for notes and instructions.
You do not need to be at every session but you do need to let me know if you
will attend. Others in the group will be facilitating some of the sessions. Our
focus is on exploring our creative process in which we do real time experiments with show-and-tell.
Open to FCU children over 12, adult members and relatives/friends. Please
RSVP before December 5. No past art experience is necessary!

