
Community Matters 

First Church Unitarian, Littleton 

January 24, 2021 

We look forward to “seeing” you in church. 

First Church Unitarian is a wonderful community to be part of. 

January theme: Imagination 

Our faith invites us to embrace our Blue Promise.  We believe in our own ideas 
about what is right and wrong and we can act on them.  We work together to use 
the democratic process in our church and in our country. 

January RE Dates to remember: 

Zoom Gathering, Sunday, January 24 from 8:50-9:40 AM 

We’re starting a little early so we have plenty of time to hang out, play a game,         
          and chat! 

February theme: Beloved Community 

RE dates will be in next week’s Community Matters. 

The RE Committee, 

Susan, Debbie, Karen, Tatum, and Emily 

“…for there is always light if only we’re brave enough to see it, if only we’re brave enough to be it.” – 
Amanda Gorman, The Hill We Climb  

Religious  

Education 

Corner 

Join us Sunday, January 24 at 10:00 for “Awkward” 

This week, you’re in for a treat: our very own FCU member Rev. Jackie Clement will preach! Her sermon 
title is “Awkward: A Tale of Collapsing Corsets and Wayward Whipped Cream.”  

Awkward stuff happens. It just does. Even to the suavest, coolest, most graceful of us, awkward stuff happens. 
And when it does, we often react with gut-wrenching sweaty-palmed speechless embarrassment. What possi-
ble good can come from those moments when social expectations and our own human frailties meet? Join us 
as we consider the effects and opportunities of these spiritually challenging moments. The Service will be led 
by FCU member Rev. Jackie Clement, with help from Monica Pilman  Don’t miss it!  

Once again, we are back to YouTube Live for our service. You no longer need to wait for the Sunday 
morning email for the worship service link. Simply go to http://youtube.com/FirstChurchUnitarianLittleton/
live and the live video will come up! If you have trouble with that, you can also go to https://
www.youtube.com/FirstChurchUnitarianLittleton/ and click on the video that says "live". (If YouTube Live 
isn’t working, Plan B is that we will use Facebook Live and send out the new link on the listserve.) Usually the 
live video stream begins around 9:45, but there won’t be much to see until 9:55 a.m. or so when the gathering 
video starts.  

There will again be a (Zoom) Joys and Concerns and Virtual Coffee Hour after the service and that link 
information will also be included in the Sunday morning listserve email. Barring something unforeseen, the 
Joys and Concerns link will be the same each week: 

[REDACTED, email minister@fculittle.org for info]

You can also use the Meeting ID and Password if you try to “Join Meeting” in 
Zoom. With love and hope, 
Rev. Lara 

http://youtube.com/FirstChurchUnitarianLittleton/live
http://youtube.com/FirstChurchUnitarianLittleton/live
https://www.youtube.com/FirstChurchUnitarianLittleton/
https://www.youtube.com/FirstChurchUnitarianLittleton/
https://zoom.us/j/94103871106?pwd=Tk5DUk84SERTakFVQ1kzY1pncktDUT09


Submissions for Community Matters can be sent to office@fculittle.org 

Deadline is 10 a.m. Friday mornings.  

From RJAC (Racial Justice Action Committee) 

Stewardship 

 Our 2021 Stewardship Gathering has moved to Saturday, February 27th from 4:30pm to 6pm via 
Zoom--note the new date. The team is creating a fun and interactive program that we hope you will plan to 
attend.  We are even going to prepare a delicious "to go" meal for you, because that’s what we do!!!!  And of 
course, there will be PRIZES. Rev. Lara already has something up her sleeve for this year’s trophies! 

 We will explore Celebrating our Silver Linings- An Abundance of Gifts during our time together through 
conversations, pictures, music, videos and food.  As always, we will have an opportunity to share our financial 
abundance by completing our pledge cards.  

The Standing Committee and Friends 

Want to be part of Small Group Ministry? 

We have formed four small groups in the format of Soul Matters. It’s not too late to be a part of one! If you’re 
interested in becoming part of a small group, please let Rev. Lara know. Email her (minister@fculittle.org) or 
call her (508-615-1686). It’s a great opportunity! 

Thank Yous 

Committee on Ministry would like to give BIG THANKYOU to the volunteers that have done wonderful work 

while we don't have a Religious Education person or an Office Administrator.  We've been looking for new 
people to hire but the right person hasn't appeared yet.  

The following people have been doing a terrific job with the children (you've seen some of their work on Sun-
day morning when the children sign the Hymn Spirit of Life) Emily Welch (doing the lead programming 

work); Debbie Eston, Susan Palmer (chair); Karen Tucker-Barisano; and Tatum Hammer.  And the office vol-
unteers are Kris Ersland (who does Community Matters every week) Theresa Catino; and Rochelle 
Chambless.  

If you see them around you might let them know you appreciate them too. 

 Silent Vigil for Racial Justice * Sunday * 1/24 * 2 PM * Littleton Common 

The Greater Littleton Interfaith Council is sponsoring a Silent Vigil for Racial Justice on Sunday, January 24, 
from 2 to 3 PM. We’ll meet on Littleton Common and the lawn in front of First Baptist Church; social distanc-
ing  and masks are required.  Bring signs (for justice, peace, civility, solidarity). 

Submitted by Caroline Marvin 

Awhile back (as a member of the Racial Justice Action Commit-

tee,)  I volunteered to take my turn writing something for Communi-

ty Matters. The task was to offer to all of us one thing that I had 

been reading or thinking about related to racial justice. I had many 

ideas. In the end one of them was the most compelling. Here is a 

link to the entire text of Amanda Gorman’s Inaugural Poem.     

https://www.cnbc.com/2021/01/20/amanda-gormans-inaugural-poem-the-hill-we-climb-full-text.html 

Read and ponder her powerful words about our  

Unfinished 

Democracy. 

"May we be Brave Enough to Be the Light.” 

mailto:office@fculittle.org
mailto:minister@fculittle.org
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/01/20/amanda-gormans-inaugural-poem-the-hill-we-climb-full-text.html


Announcing the Spiritual Physics Research Discussion 
Series this Friday, Jan. 29 
Zoom with us the last Friday of the next five months from 7:00 - 8:30 
PM, starting this Friday, Jan. 29. Rev. Lara Hoke will provide a spir-
itual frame for the topic each evening. Doug Sweetser will present for 
a general audience an issue in physics with our current approach and 
detail its limitations. Doug does unfunded research in the numbers that 
Nature may be using for their magic. Doug's divergent approach will 
be encapsulated in a t-shirt for each talk. After presenting enough 
slides to explain the t-shirt in under a half-hour, the zoom room will be 
opened up for discussion and open-ended questions. 
The first talk is titled: "The three most important equations in all of 

mathematical physics: 0+0=0, 0x0=0, and 1x1=1 - Always here-now 

and seen." The next topics will be relativity, gravity, quantum mechan-

ics, and visualization. The Niela Miller Simple Math Rule will be en-

forced for all slides, with no math expressions more complicated than a 

square (one number times itself).A $5 donation for First Church Unitarian 

can be made here: https://www.fculittle.org/donate-now/, or send a 

check with "physics" in the memo line to FCU; 19 Foster St., Littleton, MA 01460. No donation is necessary 

for those who are experiencing financial difficulties. 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82268858063 
passcode: [REDACTED]
https://teespring.com/stores/visualphysics 

“Deeper Than The Skin - A Musical Presentation on Race in America” 

JANUARY 30 AT 7 PM 

Deeper Than The Skin is a musical presentation by singers and storytellers Reggie Harris and Greg Green-
way. (DeeperThanTheSkin.com) Their performance will be streamed free of charge on Saturday, January 30, 
at 7 PM. See link below. Donations to Massachusetts Food Banks will be encouraged and donation infor-
mation will be provided.  

Reggie and Greg intersperse their musical performance with personal stories about race and privilege. The 
music that flows from these experiences is powered by unadorned truth, raw and riveting, beautiful and uplift-
ing. Deeper Than The Skin is an experience of singing and listening; an invitation to open your heart and 
mind to a story of shared humanity encouraging us to foster relationships that are, in the end, a path to heal-
ing.  

“Deeper Than The Skin is an absolutely amazing experience. Not a performance (although these two are fine 
performers) but an experience. If you are anywhere within reach of this, don’t miss it.” Selma Civil Rights 
activist Rev. Gordon Gibson, Knoxville, TN.  

[REDACTED link, email minister@fculittle.org for link]

Sponsored by First Church Unitarian in Littleton, First Parish in Concord, First Parish of Stow and Acton, the 
Greater Littleton Interfaith Council (GLIC), Harvard Unitarian Universalist Church, and the Maynard Anti-
Racism Alliance (MARA)  

https://www.fculittle.org/donate-now/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82268858063
https://teespring.com/stores/visualphysics


ORDER OF SERVICE 

Gathering Video 

Community Matters (Karen Tucker Barisano) 

Prelude (Molly Lozeau, Music Director) Take Five, by Paul Desmond 

Words of Welcome (Rev. Jackie Clement, guest speaker) 

Call to Worship based on the words of Becky Edmiston-Lange (Monica Pilman) 

Chalice Lighting and Covenant (Julia McManus ) 

Love is the spirit of this church and service its law. 
This is our great covenant: 
To dwell together in peace, 
To seek the truth in love, 
And to help one another. 

Opening Hymn #131 “Love Will Guide Us” 

A Time for All Ages “Lightning and the Ladybugs” by Jackie Clement (Jackie) 

Reading The Moon’s a Balloon by David Niven (Monica) 

Opportunity for Generosity—Receiving Our Offering (Jackie) 

Offertory  Gnossienne #1, by Eric Satie (Molly)    

Reading Cringeworthy by Melissa Dahl 
(Monica) 

Sermon “Awkward” (Jackie)  

Closing Hymn #1053 “How Could Any-
one” (Molly) 

Closing Words (Jackie) 

Postlude (Molly) Honey, by R. Nathaniel 
Dett 

Sunday, January 24, 2021 

First Church Unitarian, Littleton 

Awkward 




