
Spiritual Development Program for Children and Youth 

Sunday, September 11, 2016 
 

Today: Multi-generational service for all. At our traditional Ingathering and Water Communion service, we’ll 

welcome all ages with song, story, homily, a sharing of waters and thoughts about how we have defined and 

might redefine ourselves. Be sure to bring a bit of meaningful water to share. 

Next week : Religious Education programming begins next week, Sunday, 9/18 with a Chapel Sunday for all 

through Junior High. The Senior High Group will also meet. Join us after the service for an Ethiopian 

Fichchee Celebration during coffee hour served in the dining room and sponsored by RE. 

 

Community Matters 
 

Sunday, September 11, 2016  

Multi-generational Service: Ingathering Service and Water Communion 
  

A time to welcome us all back from our summer happenings and look ahead to the coming year. The topic of my  

brief (I promise!) Homily will be “Renewing and Re-defining.” It draws on some thoughts I came away with after  

attending, of all things, a Sunday morning Mass at the Carmel Mission in Carmel, California this past July. 

  We are happy to have you with us today at 

  First Church Unitarian, Littleton  

From Your Interim Minister… 

As the past month of August has gone by, I can’t help but draw some comparisons to last August 2105. I 

had meetings with a number of committees and groups, as well as numerous personal appointments - all of 

which I welcomed. I was an “unknown quantity” at that time; you wanted and needed to know who I was, 

and vice versa. 

There was a certain level of anxiety in the FCU atmosphere twelve months ago. You knew my name, and 

had probably checked out my website - but it wasn’t much more than that. Who is this guy? Where does he 

want to go with us? Your previous minister had ended her ministry, and there were highly mixed feelings 

about it - how to work through that? 

Things feel more relaxed to me now, one year later.  By “relaxed” I don’t mean lackadaisical. We have 

some busy times ahead as you embark upon a crucial year in the life of FCU as the process for your calling 

a settled minister is now well underway. What I mean instead is that we have, over the past year, estab-

lished a comfort level with one another that I feel will serve us well in our second interim year. 

In admittingly broad brush terms, our first interim year included a fair amount of reflection, of assessing 

your recent past, how you came to be where you are, and your feelings about it. A second interim year is 

more forward focused. If Year One was about exploring who you are at this point in your congregational 

life, Year Two is more about who you want to be as your life goes on. 

I’ll touch on this matter in my brief homily when we re-gather on September 11. After we have shared the 

water we’ll bring from our summer journeys of near and far, I’ll speak to the topic of “Redefining.” In 

looking towards new ministerial leadership, you would do well to consider the positive aspects of FCU that 

have brought you this far, and consider ways you may wish to redefine yourself as a liberal religious com-

munity. We’ll spend some time on this matter of redefining as Year Two goes forward. 

I look forward to our continued shared ministry! 

Peace, 

Steve 



 We are half way to our Capital Campaign goal of $200,000! Thank you to all who 

have committed to keeping our church strong and sound.  As we approach year 2 of 

the campaign, we are looking for a few more  committee members to help us get to 

our goal. We have plans for a Capital Campaign event and we need to continue secur-

ing commitments from the congregation. If you are looking to make a real difference 

here at FCU, then please join us. This is only a 1 year commitment and you will feel a real sense of satisfac-

tion when we are able to meet our goal. Any questions, you can speak with Eric Semple, Peter Ersland or Deb 

Girard. ~ Deb Girard for the Standing Committee 

  

   Lay Pastoral Ministry 
 If you could use a listening ear, our Lay Pastoral Ministers are ready to assist you. For in-

formation, speak with today’s Lay Pastoral Minister, David Butz; see the Lay  

Pastoral Ministry bulletin board in the Vestry; visit Lay Pastoral Ministry on our website at 

www.fculittle.org, or email laypastoralmin@fculittle.org. 

Restore.  

   Renew.  

      Reach Out. 

      

   Please take a moment during the coffee hour this morning to check the hospitality  

   sign-up  board in the Vestry. We need happy, smiley people who are willing to fill  

   several slots to help make our Sunday mornings even more cheerful and welcoming.  

   If everyone signs up around 3 times over the course of the year, we should be covered. 

   A lottery will be held on October 2 to fill any remaining slots through the beginning of   

January. Please let us know if you cannot or would prefer not to participate in the lottery. 

                                  Join the team and have some fun. 

            Sunday, September 11 

          9:00 a.m. - Choir Rehearsal 

        10:00 a.m. - Worship Service 

     11:45 a.m. - Soul Matters 

     3:00 p.m. - Shamanic  

                                   Journey Circle 
    

     Monday, September 12 

                 6:30 p.m. -  Artemis  

                 7:00 p.m. - AA Meeting 

      7:00 p.m. - Survivors of  

                    Suicide Support Group 
                            

          Tuesday, September 13 
                               9:30 a.m. - RE Directors 

          10:00 a.m. - Fiber Fanatics 

              7:00  p.m. - Jammin’  

  

 Wednesday, September 14 

      7:00 p.m. - Yoga 

                            7:00 p.m. - Al-Anon 

                               7:00 p.m. - Community Talent 

          Showcase Auditions 
 

            Thursday, September 15 

                           7:00 p.m. - Ministerial Search Cmte 

               7:00 p.m. - Soul Matters (Catino) 

               7:30 p.m. - Mixed Choir Rehearsal 
 

            Friday, September 16 

                           6:30 p.m. - Sacred Circle Dance 
                            

             Saturday, September 17 
                                           2:00 p.m. - Community Talent  

         Showcase Auditions 

Save the Date!  Sunday, Sept 18, 1:00 pm - 2:15 pm 

 First Church Governance Task Force 
 

The First Church Governance Task Force will be hosting a very special and 

important opportunity for First Church members and friends to reflect on and 

think together about how we want to govern our church as we move into a 

new chapter with the formal calling of a minister in the coming year.  

Please join us on Sunday, September 18, from 1:00 pm to 2:15 pm in the downstairs dining room for a 

conversation with the Standing Committee and Deacons as we consider the following: What works 

with our church governance? What are the tie-ups? How can we improve in ways to honor our princi-

ples and vision? 

Please come to nourish your soul and our church community by attending both the Soul Matters light 

luncheon the same day from 11:45 am to 1:00 pm and our all church conversation, “Planning the Next 

Chapter in Our Church Governance” directly after at 1:00 pm. 

Please contact Jim Nehring at jnehring100@gmail.com with questions. We look forward to seeing you 

there!   

With Best Wishes, Your Governance Task Force: 

Jim Nehring (Chair), Mark Bucceri, Niela Miller, Bonnie Petrovich, Phyllis Terrey,  

Ron Willett and Joyce Williams 



Announcements for Community Matters must be submitted each week no later than 9:00 a.m. on Thursday. 

Calling all Talent! 
 

Come and be a part of FCU’s Inaugural Community Talent Showcase! We are looking 

for musicians, storytellers, poets, and other talented individuals and groups to perform in 

this fun, community-wide event. Pre-show sign ups will be held at FCU on Wednesday, 

September 14 from 7-9 pm and Saturday, September 17 from 3-5 pm.  

For more information, please contact communitytalentlittleton@fculittle.org. 

      

     Share the Plate - September 18  

   North Central Massachusetts Habitat for Humanity 
 

North Central Massachusetts Habitat for Humanity will be our Share-the-Plate recipient this 

month. Carolyn Read, Executive Director, will share information about the tangible difference 

this organization makes in people’s lives. Check out the website at http://ncmhabitat.org. Their most recent 

build is a duplex in Ayer which is providing homes for two refugee families.  

If you will be contributing by check please make your check payable to Habitat for Humanity - NCM.  
 

The Ministerial Search Team has been meeting over the summer to plan for our self-

study process. Coming this month will be the release of the Congregational Survey on 

September 25th and the second cottage meeting on September 27th. Be sure to check 

out the MST Information Station in the vestry to learn more. 

The Soul Matters facilitators want you to know more about this wonderful opportunity at 

FCU. Join us for a light lunch on Sunday, Sept 18th after morning worship.  There will be an 

opportunity to chat with some of us who have enjoyed this program over the last 3 years. Soul 

Matters has enhanced our connections while helping each other become the people we want to 

be.  ~ Joel Ross, for the facilitators 

Sacred Circle Dance RESUMES at FCU Littleton! Fr iday, September  16, will be the 

first dance of the season. Typically held on the second Friday of the month, it is a week later 

this month due to the Country Fair. Community Circle is from 7– 9 pm with more challeng-

ing dances beginning at 6 pm.  Beginning on October 14, Circle Dance is each 2nd Friday 

through December. In the words of Bob Marley, “One heart, one love, let’s get together and 

feel alright.” For more information, contact: circle@fculittle.org. 

Are you interested in building beloved community? The Multicultural Ministr ies 

Committee (MMC) is looking for new members! The congregation chartered MMC to fa-

cilitate FCU’s journey toward it’s vision of becoming a vibrant, loving, diverse communi-

ty. By engaging in and offering opportunities for individual and institutional growth, the 

MMC invites all those connected to the FCU community to embrace and explore ways to 

focus on anti-racisim, anti-oppression, and multicultural ministries as an integral part of 

our church life. Please consider joining us this Fall while we’re in the planning stage for 

this year’s adventure! If you think you might be interested, call either Betsy Read (508-935

-9234) or Caroline Marvin (617-899-1290).  Join us on October 23 or November 20 to meet us as a group and 

hear and experience the many ways we endeavor to live out our FCU Charter. We look forward  to hearing from 

you! 

 


