
Spiritual Development Program for Children and Youth 

Sunday, September 18, 2016 
 

 After “A Time for All Ages”, children will leave the Sanctuary for their own program.  
 

Today 
      Fichchee Coffee Celebration - Join us following worship in the downstairs dining room for a special coffee 

hour. Amy and ZemZem Osenar will demonstrate the Ethiopian tradition. 

      Chapel Sunday (K through 8th grade) - “Covenants and Legos”; Just like with Legos, we need more than one 

person or block to build something like a church. And we need more than one person to figure out how we can all 

work and be together in building our FCU community. 

        Senior Youth Group - Group meets this week in their redecorated room. 

        Next week -  Curricula groups begin; Primary/Elementary, Intermediate, Junior Youth Group 

 

Community Matters 

Lay Pastoral Ministry If you could use a listening ear, our Lay Pastoral Ministers are 

ready to assist you. For information, speak with today’s Lay Pastoral Minister, Caroline 

Marvin; see the Lay Pastoral Ministry bulletin board in the Vestry; visit Lay Pastoral 

Ministry on our website at www.fculittle.org, or email laypastoralmin@fculittle.org. 

Please take a moment during the coffee hour this morning to check the hospitality sign-up  

board in the Vestry. We need happy, smiley people who are willing to fill several slots to 

make our Sunday mornings even more cheerful and welcoming. If everyone signs up around 

3 times over the course of the year, we should be covered. A lottery will be held on October 2 

to fill any remaining slots through the beginning of January. Please let us know if you cannot 

or would prefer not to participate in the lottery. Join the team and have some fun. 

            Sunday, September 18 

     9:00 a.m. - Choir Rehearsal 

   9:45 a.m. - Senior Youth Group 

      10:00 a.m. - Worship Service 

      11:30 a.m. - RE Committee 

   11:45 a.m. - Soul Matters Light                               

                      Lunch & Sign up 

    1:00 p.m. - Governance Workshop 

       6:00 p.m. - Gurukool     

      

          Monday, September 19 

          6:30 p.m. -  Artemis  

                      7:00 p.m. - AA Meeting 
 

          Tuesday, September 19 
 

        1:30 p.m. - Capping for Jammin’ 

      10:00 a.m. - Fiber Fanatics 

   5:30 p.m. -  Neighborhood Supper 

    6:15 p.m. - Gurukool 

    7:00  p.m. - Jammin’  
   

  Wednesday, September 21 

      5:45 p.m. - Gurukool 
      7:00 p.m. - Yoga 

                            7:00 p.m. - Al-Anon 

                               7:00 p.m. - Lay Pastoral Ministers 

              
   Thursday, September 22 

                              7:30 p.m. - Mixed Choir Rehearsal 
               

   Friday, September 23 
        No events 
    

   Saturday, September 24                 

                   9:00 a.m. - CoDA 

We are happy to have you with us today at 

First Church Unitarian, Littleton  

September 18 

The Many Meanings of Ministry 

Rev. Steve Edington 

This is the first of 2 or 3 sermons I’ll offer on this subject as you prepare to call a settled minister. I’ll offer some of 

my own experiences in the ministry over the past (gasp!) 40 years, along with some historical perspective on how 

our understanding of ministry in our UU faith tradition has evolved over the centuries. To pick up on this month’s 

theme, the foundation of ministry in the free church Protestant tradition - which is where our historical roots are - is 

that of “covenant:” an intentional relationship between the minister and congregation. What each party brings to 

that covenant is part of what I’ll be touching on in this sermon. 

Share the Plate - Today, September 18 - North Central Massachusetts Habitat for Humanity 
 

Habitat for Humanity - NCM will be our Share-the-Plate recipient this month. Carolyn Read, Executive Director, 
will share information about the tangible difference this organization makes in people’s lives. Check out the web-
site at http://ncmhabitat.org. Their most recent build is a duplex in Ayer which is providing homes for two refugee 
families. If you will be contributing by check please make your check payable to Habitat for Humanity - NCM.  



Announcements for Community Matters must be submitted each week no later than 9:00 a.m. on Thursday. 

TODAY!  Sunday, Sept 18, 1:00 pm - 2:15 pm 

 First Church Governance Task Force 
 

The First Church Governance Task Force will be hosting a very special and important 

opportunity for First Church members and friends to reflect on and think together about 

how we want to govern our church as we move into a new chapter with the formal call-

ing of a minister in the coming year.  

Please join us on today, September 18, from 1:00 pm to 2:15 pm in the Vestry for a conversation with the 

Standing Committee and Deacons as we consider the following: What works with our church governance? 

What are the tie-ups? How can we improve in ways to honor our principles and vision? 

Please come to nourish your soul and our church community by attending both the Soul Matters light lunch-

eon the same day from 11:45 am to 1:00 pm and our all church conversation, “Planning the Next Chapter in 

Our Church Governance” directly after at 1:00 pm. 

Please contact Jim Nehring at jnehring100@gmail.com with questions. We look forward to seeing you 

there!  With Best Wishes, Your Governance Task Force: Jim Nehring (Chair), Mark Bucceri, Niela Miller, 

Bonnie Petrovich, Phyllis Terrey, Ron Willett and Joyce Williams 

Artemis Singers  

The Artemis Singers have returned to rehearsing on Monday evenings from 6:30 p.m.—8:00 

p.m. This fall we will sing at 3 FCU services and take our service, “The Myriad of Mothering 

Experiences” to UUCM in Milford, NH in late October. Please consider joining this welcom-

ing, supportive women’s chorus. New members contact Carolyn McCreary, 978-772-5870 or 

clmaccreary@comcast.net or just come on Monday evening. ~ Carolyn 

The Ministerial Search Team has been meeting over the summer to plan for our self-study 

process. Coming this month will be the release of the Congregational Survey on September 

25th and the second cottage meeting on September 27th. Be sure to check out the MST In-

formation Station in the vestry to learn more. 

Multicultural Ministries Committee Film and Discussion Series presents: 

“Sweet Honey in the Rock’s Raise Your Voice!”  - Saturday, October 1, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

Join us in the Vestry as we view this uplifting movie! This Grammy Award winning Afri-

can American female acapella group has musical roots combining jazz, blues, and sacred 

songs of the black church such as spirituals, hymns and gospel. 

Living our Covenant of Right Relations: A Practicum At FCU’s annual meeting in May, we reaf-

firmed our Covenant of Right Relations. We value it and read it before many church meetings as a guide-

line for safe and respectful conversation. Several of us have been thinking it would be even more useful if 

we had an opportunity to learn more about it and practice some of the skills that the Covenant requires of 

us. We had the idea of offering a series of workshops where we are able to practice various ways of 

strengthening our abilities to live each part of our covenant. In July we invited a larger ad hoc group of peo-

ple we thought might have an interest to add their ideas. From their feedback, we decided to go forward by 

offering monthly workshops that could each stand alone, facilitated by different members of the congrega-

tion who had some expertise in one or another method or model, some sessions being more discussion-

based, some more experiential. Our hope is that those who participate will gain skills and insight that will 

not only strengthen communication at FCU, but will be useful in our individual lives beyond FCU. Niela 

Miller and Steve Edington will lead the first session on Sunday, October 16 from 6-8pm. Subsequent ses-

sions will be held on the third Sunday of the month, 6-8pm. If you would be interested in being part of our 

facilitation team, with the expectation that you might do one session during the next church year, please 

contact Niela. Stayed tuned for more information!  

~ Lynn Courtney, Niela Miller & Thom Bentley. With thanks to: David Butz, Kris Ersland, Debbie Eston, 

Caroline Marvin, Bonnie Petrovich, Brian Tarbox and Ron Willett.  

Calling All Men! The First Church Unitarian Men’s Group meets every other Sunday evening from 7 to 9 in the Alli-

ance Room and all FCU men are invited. The FCU Men’s Group exists to provide a trusting, confidential environment 

in which men can develop supportive relationships, share good times and provide support for each other in bad times. 

We enjoy getting together, learn from each other, explore men’s issues and grow through self-discovery. We have an 

annual winter getaway to Mt. Washington and provide volunteer services within FCU. We start each meeting with a mo-

ment of silence and then have a brief check-in from each man present. We then open discussion to issues that may be 

important to one of the men present or address a previously planned theme. All men are welcome and you don’t need to 

attend every meeting to participate. The next meeting is September 25, followed by a meeting on October 9th. ~ Jim 


