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     Sunday Worship Services 

 
                Revelation 
 
I predict what will be revealed to us in April will be the ground! The flowers 
will peep out and we will stand amazed yet again at their tenacity! 
 
April brings us many opportunities to be together in worship both inside 
and outside of our sanctuary. We begin with our annual Easter Sunrise 
Service held with First Baptist and First Congregational Church up on 
Telephone Tower Hill at 6:15 a.m. Then we begin our Sunday services this 
year with our Easter multigenerational celebration. We hope you will come 
prepared with your Easter eggs to hang as we dress our bare tree (but don’t 
worry, we always have extra on hand!). On Saturday, April 11, we will hold 
our Passover Seder at 5 p.m., this year led by Rich Lombardy and Alice 
Schafer. Throughout the month, we will explore being a people of 
revelation—one of Unitarian Universalists’ strong suits that allows us to 
constantly search for what is true and meaningful. Our own Artemis Singers 
will lead a service on revelation through music. And the Rev. Lilia Cuervo, a 
UU mystic, will explore the theme through those eyes at the end of the 
month.  
 
Our Share the Plate this month is The New Start Project, a program that 
aims to reduce recidivism in prisons. You can read more about them on 
page 6. As always, thank you for your continued generosity that promotes 
our wonderful FCU ministries! 
 
YES, STILL NEW! 
Music and Musings Worship Service  
Join us we embark on a Unitarian Universalist exploration of life’s big 

themes! We gather every fourth Friday and you’ll have to show up to see 

where in the building we are, and what we’re up to! It’s a new way of 

exploring our monthly worship theme through any number of mediums 

designed to open our hearts even as we ponder deeply.  

 

Our next gathering is Friday, April 24, at 7:30 p.m. Join guest worship leader 

the Rev. Lilia Cuervo who identifies as a UU mystic and will be exploring our 

theme of revelation. After the service we will gather for further chit chat 

over yummy dessert! Join us and bring a friend or two! 

 
 

Historical Fact 
On a bill dated 9/30/85 from the company that maintains our organ is the note 

mailto:bulletin@fculittle.org
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Spirit Matters  
 

Revelation 
 
It is beautiful, hoped for, longed for April, the true beginning of Spring, one that many of us thought would 
never arrive this year. Hallelujah! And in this new month, we get to explore a new theme which asks the 
question: What does it means to be a people of revelation? Unlike most of the other themes we’ve explored, 
this one fits us well as it speaks directly to one of our core values: keep your heart, mind and eyes always 
open, for revelation is not sealed. This concept is at our center as a religious community and gives us the 
impetus to constantly seek the truth and the Truth. Who would we be if we believed that revelation was 
sealed? 
 
Not Unitarian Universalist. 
 
So we get to live a life that is in search of what is hiding in plain sight. And often, it just takes a wipe of our 
brow to notice something profound that is right in front of us. Do you sometimes wonder who or what is 
trying to reveal it/themselves to you? Since a revelation can come in a big or small package, as persons of 
revelation we must keep watch. Does your daily living reflect a watchful eye? 
 
It is so easy to miss life’s bounty of revelations when we are too busy running from one thing to another. And 
yet, it is so magical when a revelation appears to you unbidden. Suddenly, the light reflected in the world 
turns a different shade as the “oh!” escapes from your lips. 
 
Take heed, fellow people of revelation, fellow travelers of wonderment and curiosity, and let’s join hands in 
search of whatever it is we might want to be revealing to each other. 
 
Revelation sealed or not is filled with gifts; which ones will we discover together this month? 
 
Love, 

Rev. Marta 
  

A Note From the Executive Team 

In the past few days, Reverend Marta has shared with us her decision to end her ministry with 

First Church Unitarian at the close of the current church year. 

 

As part of the transition plan development, the Standing Committee and Rev. Marta invite you 

to bring your questions, thoughts, and ideas into conversation on Sunday, April 12.  

 

While change can be unsettling, it is also a time of opportunity and renewal. Let us come 

together in all our rich diversity of perspectives, with reflection and imagination, in candor 

and in love; but above all, let us come together. We hope you’ll join us. 
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Church Business 
 

Deacon Notes 
 

As I write these notes, I’m looking at a news article saying that Boston just broke the all-time 
record for most snowfall in a winter. Are we done yet? I’m sure I speak for many of us when I say good 
riddance to winter and joyously welcome the equinox and the beginning of spring.  
 
Thank you to Rev. Dr. Marjorie Matty for leading our stewardship service and inviting us to look with new eyes 
at how we can share our abundance. And I offer a huge thank you to the Stewardship Team and everyone who 
contributed to our stewardship dinner. As usual, we were treated to wonderful food and delightful company.   
 
The Multicultural Ministries Committee and Rev. Marta organized a very moving service commemorating the 
50th anniversary of the marches from Selma to Montgomery. We were blessed to have Grace Lindquist join us 
on Selma Sunday and share some memories from her participation fifty years ago. Following the service there 
was a luncheon and a viewing of the film Come, Walk in My Shoes. Thanks to all who made this day 
memorable.   
 
Is it true that Jim is flying us all to Paris for the talent auction? That’s the “word on the street.” Join us 
Saturday, April 4, at 6 p.m. to find out. I’m also told we will be revealing the answers to some ancient Jewish 
questions at our Passover Seder on April 11 at 5 p.m. We have another service with an historical connection to 
the Seder—our Maundy Thursday service, April 2 at 7 p.m., which commemorates the last supper of Jesus and 
his disciples. The meal they shared was indeed a Seder. And on Easter morning, April 5 at 6:15 a.m., we will 
celebrate be our annual sunrise service, held jointly with the Baptist and Congregational churches. Will the top 
of Telephone Tower Hill be revealed by then? I wonder.   
 
Yes, a busy month—check out calendar listings elsewhere in this bulletin and on the church website for all the 
details. 
  
Jon Welch, for the Deacons 
 

Standing Committee Notes 
 

Our FCU Annual Meeting—scheduled for May 17, 2015—is an opportunity for all of our members to 
participate in the governing process. We will elect new officers as specified in the by-laws. We will hear 
reports from our minister, staff members, and the committees that keep FCU such a dynamic organization. We 
will vote on the budget.  
 
The Standing Committee will prepare a warrant for this meeting which will be read several times leading up to 
the May 17 meeting date. Do you have items you would like to see on this year's warrant? Please make your 
suggestion to any of the Standing Committee members. 
 
A budget review is scheduled for May 3—an opportunity to learn about the proposed budget before the 
meeting. We will save time on May 10 for discussion of other warrant items. Let us come to our annual 
meeting prepared and informed about the issues facing us as a well-functioning democracy moving towards 
our vision of a joyful, welcoming community. 
 
Joel Ross, Chair, Standing Committee
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Committee Updates 
 

Stewardship 

On Saturday, March 7th, members and friends of FCU gathered for 
our 4th annual Stewardship dinner, and what a celebration it 
was! Thank you to everyone who was able to attend. The presence 
of our community is what makes such a wonderful night. And thank 
you to all who have returned their pledges. Your generosity is what 
allows us to sustain our abundance. If you haven't had a chance to 
return your pledge yet, please do so by Sunday, April 5th. This will 
enable us to prepare a balanced budget for the annual meeting.  

Again, thank you all!  

The Stewardship Team 

 

Multicultural Ministries Committee 
 

Our committee has been very busy in the last month and it’s been exciting and very successful. The movie 
Dear White People on Feb. 28th drew a large crowd of 31 people. Twenty of those were from outside the 
church, including four high schoolers. It was wonderful to have a discussion with all these different voices. On 
March 28th we viewed Mirrors of Privilege.  
 
Selma Sunday was fantastic. We had marketed this special day to the general public and about 11 people 
came to the worship service; many stayed for lunch and the movie. 37 people watched the movie and the 
exciting thing this time was that the majority were from our church. The worship service created by Rev. 
Marta, Caroline, Betsy, and Amy was very special with lots of singing for the whole congregation of the songs 
that were sung at the original march. Grace Lindquist, a member of our church who had marched in the 
original Selma event, came and shared her experience with us. A great success.  
 
The Beyond Ferguson committee has established itself and has had two meetings. A small core group has 
evolved which will be planning next steps. If you would like more information or to become part of the 
support circle around this group, contact Amy Osenar (osenar@verizon.net) or Alice Schafer (alice-
schafer@comcast.net).  
 

The next movie night is 
May 2—keep your eye 
open for it. The last two 
movies have been really 
terrific with more and 
more people coming. 
This will be too.  
 

 

     

 
 “I am invisible”  

This 9-minute video—mostly focused on children—examines the 
experience of white-looking black people and white people who 
are half black. Who do we see, and how do we see them?  
Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v19Pmgjj894   
 

mailto:osenar@verizon.net
mailto:alice-schafer@comcast.net
mailto:alice-schafer@comcast.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v19Pmgjj894
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A Few Numbers Regarding Jam 

 

 600 Number of jars we like to bring to the Country Fair 

  80 Batches of jam needed to fill 600 jars 

 100  Quarts of fruit to make 80 batches of jam 

 200  Pounds of sugar (yes, kind of scary!) 

  80  Packages of pectin 

  22 Tuesdays until the Fair 

And PLENTY of volunteers to do the cooking and capping!  

 

We’d love to have lots of help with these numbers! All donations of seasonal fruit, 8 oz. jars, new lids and 
rings, pectin, and sugar are most welcome!  
 
Check your cupboards. Do you have any empties that we can fill again? And most of all, would you like to 
make some jam? NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Come have a great time jammin’ with the crew! Thank you! 
 
Kris Ersland, for Jammin’ in the Kitchen 
 
 

Littleton Council of Churches 
 

Save the Date—June 13, 2015  
Littleton Council of Churches members have been working 
on a new Community Service Project. I’m pleased to 
announce the project activity will be held the morning of 
June 13, followed by a picnic for all volunteers. Working 
with the Council on Aging, congregants and friends from 
each of the 5 churches will come together that morning to 
help elderly homeowners in Littleton with outside clean-up.  
 
More information and registration instructions will be 
communicated via the listserve and in the May and June 
Bulletins. For now, we hope you will consider participating 
and mark your calendar for June 13th. Rain date—June 20. 
  
Debbie Eston, for FCU’s Littleton Council of Churches Reps. 
 
 

Historical Note, Jumbo Edition 

 

From the company that maintains our organ, note on a bill dated 9/30/85:  

“Chased elephant out of the way.”  
And then later:  

“Moved elephant back.” 

From the Lay Pastoral 
Ministry Team 
 

 

People usually consider 

walking on water or in thin 

air a miracle. But I think the 

real miracle is not to walk 

either on water or in thin air, 

but to walk on earth. Every 

day we are engaged in a miracle 

which we don't even recognize: a 

blue sky, white clouds, green 

leaves, the black, curious eyes 

of a child—our own two eyes. 

All is a miracle.  
 

Thích Nhất Hạnh 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/9074.Th_ch_Nh_t_H_nh
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We hold in our 

hearts these  
candles of joys 

and sorrows 
shared this 
past month… 

 

CANDLES OF SORROW 

Our condolences go out to 

 Lorinda Morimoto, on the death of 
Joan Charlone 

 Luann Colombo, on the death of her 
mother, Rosemary 

 Thom Bentley, on the death of his 
mother 

 Bev Cyr, on the death of her father, 
Bertle 

 Cindy Malley, on the death of her 
grandmother 
 

Our healing thoughts and prayers 
go out to 

 Thom Bentley, Sr. 

 Patti Sardella’s partner, Alan 

 

CANDLES OF CELEBRATION 

We celebrate with 

 Lauren Forney, on 90 days of sobriety 

 Phyllis Terrey, on the publication of 
her daughter’s book and her son’s 
employment 

 Jim Barisano, on the marriage of his 
daughter, Vanessa 

 Malcolm Kroh, as he makes his way 
in the world 

 Anna Fadden, as she celebrates 
Kelly’s 24th birthday 

 Charlie and Sara Weeks, on 
Vanessa’s marriage 

 Bobbie Dressel and family as they 
welcome new babies into their 
extended family 
 

Our thoughts of courage and 
encouragement go out to 

 Patti Sardella 

 Mark Bucceri and his sister Tracy 

 Carl Britton and his parents 

Share-the-Plate 

 
News and Updates 
On the third Sunday of each month, the First Church Unitarian 
congregation contributes our undesignated offering plate collection, 
as well as checks made out to the organization,  to a national charity.     
 
On Sunday, March 15, FCU contributed $525 to The Melanoma 
Foundation of New England to support its delivery of early 
detection and prevention programs throughout New England and 
the emotional and financial support they offer for those struggling 
with the disease. 
 
April Recipient 
The New Start Project will receive our April 19 Share-the-Plate 
offerings.  The organization’s mission is to support those who have 
been imprisoned reintegrate successfully into our communities. 
Learn more at http://newstartproject.org/. Founder Tony Smith will 
join us to tell us about their important work.  
 

 

Please share your 

Nominations          

 
Since 2009, the Executive Team has awarded the Keeper 
of the Flame Award to an FCU member for outstanding 
service to our community.  
 
The qualities of a Keeper of the Flame include, but are 
not limited to:  
 
k service to FCU above and beyond the call,  

k strong examples of personal ministry to our 
church community,  

k leadership in performing a difficult but crucial 
body of work for FCU,  

k longevity of service, and  

k a consistent high quality of work. 
 

Any FCU congregant or staff member may nominate a 
Keeper of the Flame by emailing any Executive Team 
member.  

http://newstartproject.org/
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Kids Matter(s) 
 
Ordinary Revelations 
 

“Minor things can become moments of great 
revelation when encountered for the first time.” 

Margot Fonteyn 
 
Or for the first time—again. In trying to think of a 
specific revelation to include here, I couldn’t think 
of one. I know there have been many for me but 

they happen in the moment and then fade away, 
though hopefully retained in my subconscious 
where they can make a difference in who I am. 
Maybe that is why religious teachings are repeated 
over and over again in hopes that we will 
remember. But for me, the source of revelation is 
in the ordinary; everyday places, actions, moments, 

and experiences; seen in a new light, through other 
eyes, multiple senses, different circumstances, 
ages, and cultures. 

 
Often it is through the eyes and from the mouths 
of children that I see things anew. The way they 
perceive and interpret things, make leaps of 

intuition and insight, and accept what is. Take 
some time, set aside adult perception and just 
engage with a child in whatever activity is 
happening. See what is revealed. 
 
Books of all kinds bring me knowledge and insight 
as well. I read a variety of things but I frequently 
return to my favorite children’s stories some of 
which I have used in worship. I find that these 
stories offer truths distilled to the purest form, 
metaphors for how we should live our lives, 

revelations that may seem simple but are 
profound. They move me and I love sharing them.  
 
Nature also brings a multitude of revelations. In 
nature I find the universal meaning and infinite 
connections that sustain me. “There’s a part of the 
sun in the apple, a part of the moon in a rose: 
There’s a part of the flaming Pleiades in every leaf 
that grows.” Explore the natural world around you, 
connect with it and come to know the 
interdependent web of existence. 

 
Wherever, whenever, however these ordinary 
revelations occur, it is up to me to understand, 
learn from, and incorporate them into who I am. 
And it is up to all of us to help each other and 
especially our children recognize and perhaps 
remember our revelations. 

 
Vicki Merriam,  
Director of Spiritual Development for  
Children & Youth 

APRIL Spiritual Development Calendar 

Sat.   4/4 Talent show/auction 
Sun.    4/5 MG worship, Easter 
Sat. 4/11 Seder 
Sun.  4/12 Class #13 

Sat.  4/18 Annual cookoff 
Sun.  4/19   Class #14 
Sun.  4/26 Chapel Sunday 
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FCU STAFF 
 

FCU OFFICERS STAY IN CONTACT WITH FCU 

 

MINISTER 

Rev. Marta Valentín 

minister@fculittle.org   
 

Office hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Friday 2-4 p.m. 

and by appointment. 
 

Monday is Rev. Marta’s Sabbath 

day. Thursday and Saturday are 
sermon preparation and writing 

days. 
 

In an emergency, Rev. Marta can 

be reached on her cellphone at  
617.513.2075. 

 
DIRECTOR OF SPIRITUAL  

DEVELOPMENT 

Vicki Merriam 
dsd@fculittle.org      

 
MUSIC DIRECTOR  

Molly Lozeau          
music@fculittle.org  

 
CHURCH OFFICE 

ADMINISTRATOR  

Laura Beltrami  
office@fculittle.org  

 
SEXTON 

Henry Whitcomb, Jr. 
sexton@fculittle.org 
 

Henry can also be reached via 

cellphone at 978.273.0170. 

 

 
TREASURER 

Scott Dressel 

treasurer@fculittle.org  

 
ASSISTANT TREASURER 

Sara Weeks  
assistreas@fculittle.org  

 
CLERK 
Monica Pilman 
clerk@fculittle.org 

 
DEACONS 
The Deacons oversee worship and the 
pastoral and spiritual life of the church. 
 

Prisl Dumka (chair), Debbie 

Eston, Jon Welch 
deacons@fculittle.org 

 
STANDING COMMITTEE 
The Standing Committee manages the 
business and organization of the 
church.  
 

Joel Ross (chair), Melissa 

Baern, Deb Girard, Mike 
Pilman, Betsy Read, Bob 

Williams 

sc-chair@fculittle.org 

 

 

First Church Unitarian  

19 Foster Street 
Littleton, MA 01460  

978.486.3044 

office@fculittle.org  
www.fculittle.org  

 
FCU COMMUNITY LISTSERVE 

Get breaking news from our 

community. Sign up at 
http://seven.pairlist.net/ma 

ilman/listinfo/fcu or visit the 

link on our website under the 
“contact us” section. For more 

information, email 

office@fculittle.org. 

 
FCU FACEBOOK PAGE 

Like us at 
http://www.facebook.com/ 

FirstChurchUnitarianLittleton 

and share our page with others 
who might be interested!  

 
WEBMASTER  
Leslie Gloyd 

webmaster@fculittle.org  

 
 

 
Community Matters  
Printed in the weekly Order of 

Service and then distributed via 

FCU listserve.  
 

announce@fculittle.org 
 

 Thursday, 10 a.m. 
 

 

The Bulletin 
Published monthly online and 

distributed via FCU listserve. 
 

bulletin@fculittle.org 
 

 3rd Tuesday of each 

month, 1 p.m.  
 Next deadline: Tuesday, 

April 21, 1 p.m.  
 

Items submitted after deadline may 
not be included. 

OTHER FCU CONTACTS 
  
LAY PASTORAL MINISTERS 
Lay Ministers offer a listening ear and 
pastoral attention to members of the 
congregation. 
 

Anna Fadden (team leader), 
Jeanne Anthony, David Butz,  

Claire Farrell, Jim Nehring,  

Patti Sardella, Phyllis Terrey 
laypastoralministry@fculittle.org  

 
MEMBER-REACH COMMITTEE  
Andy Leyenaar, chair 
memberreach@fculittle.org  

 

COMMUNICATIONS DEADLINES  

mailto:minister@fculittle.org
mailto:dsd@fculittle.org
mailto:music@fculittle.org
mailto:office@fculittle.org
mailto:sexton@fculittle.org
mailto:treasurer@fculittle.org
mailto:assistreas@fculittle.org
mailto:clerk@fculittle.org
mailto:deacons@fculittle.org
mailto:sc-chair@fculittle.org
mailto:office@fculittle.org
http://www.fculittle.org/
http://seven.pairlist.net/mailman/listinfo/fcu
http://seven.pairlist.net/mailman/listinfo/fcu
mailto:office@fculittle.org
http://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchUnitarianLittleton
http://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchUnitarianLittleton
mailto:webmaster@fculittle.org
mailto:announce@fculittle.org
mailto:bulletin@fculittle.org
mailto:laypastoralministry@fculittle.org
mailto:memberreach@fculittle.org
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First Church Unitarian 
19 Foster Street 

Littleton, MA 01460 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
For an electronic copy, email 
office@fculittle.org 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

NO THANKS: If you no longer wish 

to receive this newsletter or be on our 

mailing list, please check the box 
above and return to your mail carrier. 

We will pay the postage. 

April 2015 Issue 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

View our church calendar at 
http://fculittle.org/calendar.php 

mailto:office@fculittle.org
http://fculittle.org/calendar.php

