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Sunday Worship Services 

 

Sunday Morning Services 

 
 

December’s theme is “Wonder”  

What does it mean to live a life of Wonder? 
 

December 7 

Theme: Childlike Wonder or Adultlike Wonder? 

As we move into our new theme for the month, which version of “won-

der” do you favor? We light our Second Advent Candle of the season, 

that of Love.  

 

December 14 
Theme: I Wonder... 
The mystery service….We share our abundance today with our Share 

the Plate recipient Make a Wish Foundation. You can read more about 

them on pg. 10. Our third Advent candle quietly honors Peace. 

 

December 21:  

Theme: Season of Light and Wonder 

Join us as we gather for a wonder-full service to celebrate the season 

with song and story, fun and food. Bring new mittens, gloves, socks, 

hats, or scarves for our Sharing Tree. We will have many lights for Ad-

vent, Hanukkah and Yule. Following the worship service, we invite eve-

ryone to join us in the downstairs dining room for a “Latkes and Lights” 

Hanukah party. We’ll light the Menorah, have latkes and other food of 

the holiday, hear a story, make a craft, and play with dreidels. We light 

our final Advent Candle, that of Joy! 

 

December 28 

Theme: Annual Young Adult Service 

We welcome once again with great joy our young people who are mak-
ing their way in the world. Come, not just to support them, but listen to 
them share about their lives in the exciting world beyond. 
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Special Holiday Services 
 

Multigenerational Yule Potluck by Candlelight  
Saturday, December 20, 2014 

6:00 pm in the Vestry 

  

To celebrate light in the darkness join in a Yule Potluck by Candlelight.  This multigenerational potluck 
will be a low-key way to relax, get to know each other better whether you are single, a couple, or a fami-
ly.  The food you bring can be homemade or store-bought; a favorite or something new you want to try 
with others; a small portion or a large portion, an appetizer, soup, salad, main dish or dessert.  Potlucks 
are such fun and the buffet will be deliciously wonderful because it is comprised of the gifts we are shar-
ing with each other.  We will bid adieu to those attending the Yule Service and all others are welcome to 
spend time together playing board or card games until the Yule service concludes.  A Potluck sign up 
sheet will be available in the Vestry starting November 30th only to give us an estimate of how many 
places to set.  Email deacons@fculittle.org if you have any questions. 
~ Debbie Eston for the Deacons 

 
 

Tuesday, December 24, 5pm: Family Service 
Theme: The Wonder of Christmas 
 

Join us for carols, lights, and one of the best stories of all to celebrate the birth of hope in the world. 
Children and adults will present our pageant, candles will be lit by all, and we’ll have a special visitor to 
finish the service. This service will last 45 minutes. 
 

 

Tuesday, December 24, 7pm: Candlelight Service 

Theme: The Gift of Wonder  

 

The Candlelight Service features the Ceremony of Light, in which the sanctuary is darkened and each 
participant holding a candle passes the flame until the entire sanctuary is again filled with light. This ser-
vice also includes readings and carols sung by the congregation, the Mixed Choir, and the Artemis 
Singers. ¡Feliz Navidad! Merry Christmas! 

Feedback: 

The Multicultural Ministries Committee led service on Nov 9, Grace and the Open Heart.  The Service 
offered an experience of grace during Quaker Practice, and connected grace with our ability to reconcile 
difference in relationship. This is the essence of multicultural experience. We would be interested in 
hearing your reflection on the Service. Please find one of us during coffee hour or contact us at multi-
cultural@fculittle.org   

 

What might it be like to explore the monthly worship theme on a day other than Sunday, accessing as 
many of our senses and multimedia media as possible (but not all at the same time!)? Stay tuned for 
next month’s Bulletin article to find out! 

 

https://webmail.networksolutionsemail.com/edgedesk/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=01999edf0408cd46aa1f6b8a21cf513b3a10&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=deacons@fculittle.org
https://webmail.networksolutionsemail.com/edgedesk/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=01999edf0408cd46aa1f6b8a21cf513b3a10&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=multicultural@fculittle.org
https://webmail.networksolutionsemail.com/edgedesk/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=01999edf0408cd46aa1f6b8a21cf513b3a10&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=multicultural@fculittle.org
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Spirit Matters   
 

 

“My eyes already touch the sunny hill, 

going far ahead of the road I have begun. 

So we are grasped by what we cannot grasp; 

it has its inner light, even from a distance-- 

 

and changes us, even if we do not reach it, 

into something else, which hardly sensing it, we already are; 

a gesture waves us on, answering our own wave…” 

 

The words of Rainer Maria Rilke connects me to our latest exciting venture: our new vision statement! It’s here! 

Unveiled at the November 23
rd

 Thanksgiving service (how fitting is that? Given in gratitude to all). If, somehow 

you’ve missed it, here it is: 

 

We are a joyful, welcoming congregation where we: 

~ Honor Each 

~ Explore the Sacred 

~ Question Deeply 

~ Seek Justice 

~ Make a Difference 

 

The leaders of the church have been/will be sharing with you more about the statement and engaging further con-

versations about it so keep your ears and heart open, and join in! As we did with the last one we will use live with 

it over the next five years and use it to guide our ministries and make leadership decisions.  

 

Meanwhile, this last month of 2014, we are exploring ‘How to live a life of wonder.’ How indeed, in the busiest 

time of the year! Let us remember throughout our busyness those among us who are alone; grieving; struggling 

with an illness; homeless; un- or under-employed and do something wonderful for him or her.  

 

Star of wonder, star of light… 

 

Love, 

Rev. Marta 

 
Please note: I will be on vacation from December 25, 2014 through January 3, 2015. I hope you have a wonder-

filled and blessed holiday! 
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Church Business 
 

Standing Committee 
 
We are happy to inform you that Laura Beltrami will now be part of our FCU staff as our 

Office Administrator. We are dropping "acting" from her title. 
  
At our October Warranted meeting the congregation gave its support for adding a line item to the 

upcoming budget to pay part of a ministerial student's stipend.  Unfortunately the student has in-
formed us that she has accepted an offer from another church for her internship.  

 
We are looking forward to discussing our proposed FCU Vision statement in the coming months. 
Let's see if we can move forward with all the energy and commitment the congregation demon-

strated in creating this statement. 
 

Joel Ross  
  

Deacon Notes 
 
Can you believe we are moving into December? I wonder how the year seems to speed along, 
while moments in that same year can last forever. 
 

Looking back at November, I hope you saw grace in our midst.  I felt it the evening we celebrated 
the Firehouse Coffeehouse, especially when we formed a circle and told stories of the past twenty 

years. Grace reappeared when many hands were raised when the question “who are here because 
of the Coffeehouse?” was asked. Thank you, Eric and Laura and everyone who ever volunteered at 
the Firehouse Coffeehouse.  It was a special time together. 

 
I also saw grace during our vision weekend.  To have over 50 participates begin conversations was 

wonderful.  If grace can be defined as an unexpected gift, to have us spend so many hours togeth-
er is grace.  I wonder how we will continue to unpack our vision. I think the answer is together 
with grace, wonder, integrity.... 

 
Speaking of integrity, please join me in thanking Louis Massauro for his service to FCU as a Dea-

con.  For those not present during our November 2nd Sunday Worship service Louis lit a candle to 
say he had resigned as a Deacon and thanked us all for the opportunity to serve FCU as a Deacon.  
Resignations are never easy; it takes great integrity to know you have given the best you can and 

need to move on.  Jon, Debbie and I have been graced by serving with Louis as is everyone who 
encounters him.  

 
Now we are on to December and the theme of wonder. What do you wonder about? Where do you 

see or feel wonder? I'm looking forward to exploring this together. 
 
December is a very busy month here at FCU.  I look at the calendar and wonder who I'll see this 

month at the many services? I hope to see you at Sunday Morning Worship Services, at the Yule, 
at either the Family or Candlelight Service on Christmas Eve (or both). Maybe we will meet at the 

Community Christmas Concert at the LDS church or again at FCU for our Young Adult Service. I 
wonder which Young Adults will join us to celebrate our fifth year of this wonderful service. 
In this very busy holiday season, I wish you moments of wonder, moments of peace, moments of 

love..... 
 

Peace, Prisl Dumka, for the Deacons 
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Vision Workshop - November 2014 
  
On Nov. 15th, 51 members and friends of the congregation participated in exploration and deep 
listening to call forth a shared vision of what FCU can be in the future. The next day, open to the 

grace that occurs when room is given, the facilitators, informed by the work and words of the par-
ticipants, found these words to guide us on our journey.  

  
We are a Joyful, Welcoming Community where we: 

 Honor Each 
 Explore the Sacred 

 Question Deeply 
 Seek Justice 

 Make a Difference 

(FCU's Proposed Vision Statement Developed Nov, 2014) 
  

We would love to hear your thoughts about this new vision statement.  During the month of De-
cember reflect on these words, have conversations about them, and wonder how they inspire you.  
  

In the new year we will hold opportunities for you to share your thoughts with members of the Ex-
ecutive Team.  The goal is not to wordsmith this vision statement but to explore what meaning it 

holds for each of us. 
  
At the next warranted meeting we will vote on whether we wish to adopt this vision statement. 

  
Thanks to all who participated and supported this process.   

  
Mike Pilman & Prisl Dumka 
For the Executive Team & the Vision Workshop Facilitators 

 
 
 
 
 

Finance Committee 

FY15 pledge statements were mailed the week of October 20th and include pledge paid, you will 
see a handwritten amount at the bottom of the letter.  For any pledge questions, please contact 

Sara Weeks at AssisTreas@fculittle.org, or (978)263-0443. 
 

With holiday shopping coming, don't forget that FCU will receive a portion of every dollar you 
spend through Amazon.com.  Just go to "smile.amazon.com" and select First Church Unitarian.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

https://webmail.networksolutionsemail.com/edgedesk/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=017b8067a3e8facaf8316000d906fcfd9210&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=AssisTreas@fculittle.org
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Nominating Committee : 

 

 
* HEARING YOU OUT: Members of the Committee are grateful for, and currently processing, the 
all-church discussion on November 23 about revitalizing FCU’s leadership experience. To make 

comments or submit additional input in this topic area, please e-mail your message to the Commit-
tee: nominating@fculittle.org 

 
* DEACON-SEEKING: Interviews and discussions continue toward nomination of an FCU member 
for the Deacon position, to fill a recent vacancy. Filling the vacancy requires congregational ap-

proval, and plans for a special Warranted Meeting for this purpose will be announced as soon as 
possible. 

 
* ONGOING WORK:   The Committee has begun the large task of assembling a list of nominees for 

the church leadership positions which will be in need of filling by election at the Annual Congrega-
tional Meeting next Spring.   If you are interested in being part of this good work next year as a 
new member of the leadership team, please let us know. Contact: nominating@fculittle.org 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Council on Social Justice: 
 
Three FCU members, Cynthia Heiland, Carolyn McCreary and Susan Tordella attended a half day 
forum on ending mass incarceration in Massachusetts in Northboro on Nov. 15. State Sen. Jamie 

Eldridge was one of the featured speakers. Those three FCU members will propose a formal Prison 
Reform Advocacy Task Force for approval at the next warranted meeting. Cynthia and Susan are 

prison volunteers; all three are activists to reform criminal justice to end mass incarceration in 
Massachusetts. 
 

The Council on Social Justice elected Susan Tordella-Williams as leader, succeeding Alice Schafer 
and Cynthia Heiland, co-chairs. Kris Ersland was in attendance. 

 
Please put forth your suggestions for events and task forces to Susan and the council. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://webmail.networksolutionsemail.com/edgedesk/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=015b3c6884cf1db16a04c1ca0568b1d63810&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=nominating@fculittle.org
https://webmail.networksolutionsemail.com/edgedesk/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=015b3c6884cf1db16a04c1ca0568b1d63810&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=nominating@fculittle.org
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KIDS MATTER(S) 
 
Spiritual Development for Children and Youth 

(and those who care about them) 
 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT SCHEDULE 

All children, youth, and adults who would like to participate in the pageant this year, please mark these dates.  

Bobbie Dressel will be coordinating. 

Sunday, Dec. 7th - Sign up for roles in Pageant during coffee hour. 

Sunday, Dec. 14th at 11:30 in the Alliance room - Costume Fitting 

Sunday, Dec. 21st at 11:30 - Dress Rehearsal 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 24th at 5:00 P.M. Service. Plan to be here in costume by 4:00. 

 

GUEST AT YOUR TABLE (GAYT) 

 

During the month of December, we encourage everyone to contribute to the world-wide community projects of the 

UU Service Committee. During this season of sharing, imagine those who need only a fraction of our abundance 

are joining you for your meals. Collect your coins in a box each day or decide how much you wish to give and re-

turn a check for the total amount in January. Boxes, envelopes, and information are available in the Vestry.  

  

KIDS MATTER(S) “Embracing the Dark” 

 

I truly love the changes that each season in New England brings but winter is a favorite of mine.  There are 

the contrasts: Amidst the serenity of the monotone shades of the gray, white and brown landscape, there are flashes 

of bright color from berries, birds, and sunsets. The crisp, cold, refreshing air that creates red noses and visible 

breath is relieved by the warmth of the house and some hot chocolate. The cacophony and bustle of the mad holi-

day rush is balanced by the quiet calmness of meditation and the moments before sleep. 

The darkness of winter is an anticipated and necessary retreat from the exuberance and vivacity of other 

seasons and times.  I love to sit in the dark of my home wrapped in a quilt with just the flickering flames of candles 

and fire to warm me. As I gaze at the intense pinpoints of the Christmas tree lights, I remember years past and 

people gone from here who seem especially close at this time. I feel secure in the present and I have hope for the 

future. The nurturing darkness brings me the best of this season’s gifts - solace, contentment, connection, sanctu-

ary and peace.  

 

One of my favorite passages is from the very end of A Child’s Christmas in Wales by Dylan Thomas: 

 “Looking through my bedroom window, out into the moonlight and the unending smoke-colored snow, I could 

see the lights in the windows of all the other houses on our hill and hear the music rising from them up the long, 

steadily falling night. I turned the gas down, I got into bed. I said some words to the close and holy darkness, and 

then I slept.” 

 

These are my words of prayer for this time: May we each embrace and be embraced by the “close and holy dark-

ness”. May the gifts of the season nurture and fulfill us all. May we truly come to know peace and goodwill on 

Earth. 

Vicki Merriam, Director of Spiritual Development for Children and Youth 
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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH – DECEMBER 

 

12/7 & 12/14 – Regular classes continue 

12/21 – Multigen worship, “Season of Light and Wonder” followed by “Latkes and Lights” Hanukkah party for 

all. 

12/24 – Christmas Eve family worship and pageant, “The Wonder of Christmas”. See pageant rehearsal schedule. 

12/28 - Chapel Sunday. 

 

 

 

New Steps! 
 

My eagle project is now complete! The steps outside the dining room 

are now complete and safe to use. I would like to thank the building 
committee and everyone who donated money for helping to make 

this possible. 
 
Sincerely,  

Scott Henriques 
 

 
And thank you Scott for making such sturdy steps! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Multicultural Ministries Committee 

 
Fodder 

Be sure to check out NPR's The Race Card Project: Six-word Essays. 
http://www.npr.org/series/173814508/the-race-card-project 
 

Beloved Conversations 
On Oct. 26, graduates of the Beloved Conversations training gathered in the Vestry to try out a 

new workshop initially designed by Mark Hicks and Niela Miller who was then assisted by Caroline 
Marvin, both in the workshop construction and facilitation. Participants were invited to provide 
feedback for further developing the package which will be offered to all congregations interested in 

the Beloved Conversations work. The workshop was named CALLING INTO RIGHT RELATIONSHIP 
and consisted of storytelling and skill building exercises interspersed with affirmations, poetry, and 

singing.  Some version of this workshop will be offered again at FCU. 
 
The MMC Beloved Conversations: Meditations on Race and Ethnicity program will be offered again 

early next year. If you are interested in participating in this program or would like to know more 
about it, please speak with Caroline Marvin or Betsy Read or members of the MMC. 

 
Multicultural Film and Discussion Series 
Please note: the film Sweet Honey in the Rock: Raise Your Voice will not be shown until Saturday, 

January 10. 
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We hold in our 
hearts these 
candles of joys 

and sorrows 
shared this past 

month… 
 

Candles of sorrow  
Our condolences go out to: 

 Bonnie Petrovich, on the death 

of her neighbor 

 Patti Sardella, at the loss of her 

partner’s mother 

 

 
Our healing thoughts and prayers 
go out to: 

 Bobbie Dressel’s father as he 

starts his chemo 

 Bobbie Dressel’s nephew as he 

starts his rehab 

 Skia Lawrence and partner Stan 

 Michael McGinnis, our Circle 

Dance friend  

 
Candles of celebration 
We celebrate with 

 Andy Leyenaar, on his mother’s 

81st birthday 

 Mary Hollinger, on turning 18 

 Araya Fast’s sister Irene’s recov-

ery 

 Our congregation for a success-

ful visioning weekend 

  Nick Lombardy and the Littleton 

High School Football team 

 
 

Our thoughts of courage and en-
couragement go out to 

 Zem Zem Osenar for overcoming 

a fear 

 Dana and her current transitions 

 Hugh Vartanian and his family 

 Anna Fadden as she re-applies 

for her job 

 Rachel Dumka as recovers from 

car accident 

 Carl Britton and his father 

 

 

Going on Around FCU: 
 
Speed Travelogue 
Sunday, March 22 from 11:30-1:00 pm 

Have you been on a trip that you are dying to tell others about? AEC 

will give you a chance to share your exciting travel experiences with 

your church community.  We are planning to use the speed dating 

model and have about 8-10 people showing a brief 5 minute  presen-

tation on a special trip.  That way people can walk around and hear 

about all different places.  This should be a fun event for the end-of-

winter doldrums when we are all thinking of vacation. 

If you are interested in doing a presentation, contact 

AEC@FCUlittle.org 

 
Caring for Our Aging Parents (COAP) 
Monday, Dec 1, 7-9pm in the  Alliance Room 

Tuesday, Dec 16, 7-9 pm in the Alliance Room 

The COAP Group will now be meeting twice a month. So many of us 

are dealing with issues related to caring for aging parents and we 

want as many folks as possible to be able to attend this valuable sup-

port group.  So, we have decided to meet twice a month--the first 

Monday of the month and the third Tuesday of the month.  We hope 

this will make the group available to more people.  Come to one or 

both meetings, whatever suits your needs.  Keep in mind that this is 

a support group with no agenda or goals or minutes.  It's for all of us 

to have an opportunity to share. 

For more info contact: COAP@fculittle.org   

 

Tech Day is Coming! 
Saturday, January 24, 2015 from noon until 3 pm. 

We are recruiting tech gurus again--especially young people who can 

bring the rest of us up to speed on the latest social media. This was a 

big success last year and there just might be a few unanswered ques-

tions out there. Have a question or suggestion send it to 

AEC@FCUllittle.org.   

Icons of the Fifties Movie Series 
Some Like It Hot  

Saturday, January 17 from 7-9 pm in the Vestry. 

Critically acclaimed as the greatest American comedy film of all time.  

This zany movie starring Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis and Jack Lem-

mon was condemned by the Legion of Decency of the Catholic 

Church. Sound intriguing? Join us and see what you think. There will 

be a short discussion afterwards and fresh popcorn!  

Sacred Circle Dance 
Friday Dec. 12 in the Vestry 

Come dance the circle of life in this month of observances (Solstice, 

Yule, Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, etc.) and end-of-year reflec-

tions.  We begin with celebratory dances and move into meditative 

ones.  The dances relax and renew us, as we gain mind-body-spirit 

equilibrium. We also have fun and build community.  

The Community Circle meets 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. (easier dances), with 

more challenging dances at 6:00. Don’t forget your water bottle and 

a willing attitude. For more info e-mail Circle@fculittle.org 

https://webmail.networksolutionsemail.com/edgedesk/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=015b3c6884cf1db16a04c1ca0568b1d63810&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=COAP@fculittle.org
https://webmail.networksolutionsemail.com/edgedesk/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=015b3c6884cf1db16a04c1ca0568b1d63810&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=Circle@fculittle.org


Women's Alliance Corner:  
 

On November 16, members of the 
alliance taught crafts to the kids in 
their religious education classes. 

Many recycled Christmas card balls, 
reindeer and wooden ornaments 

were crafted. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

In November, members of the Alliance Attended the 
Bach's Lunch at Indian Hill. After a brown bag lunch, 
the concert was Wind chimes: Nancy Peters, harp; 

Sue Gleason, flute. 

 The next meeting of the Alliance is January 10 at 
11:00.  The business meeting will be followed by 

lunch and a poetry reading and signing of her book 
by Rev. Marta. 

 

 

 

 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
 
Please come to the Littleton Holiday Bazaar at the Middle School on Russell Street on SATURDAY 
DECEMBER 6th, 9 am to 3 pm.  
 

The Women's Alliance will have a table full of jams and handcrafted goods.  You also can pur-
chase items after Services on December 7 and 14.  

 
Come support the FCU Women's Alliance and many other nonprofits in Littleton. 

 
Meg Low for the Women's Alliance 
 

 
8 
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Littleton Council of Churches 
 
  
  

As is the tradition during December, the Littleton Council of Churches (LCOC) blends celebration and ser-

vice to others in the following ways as we carry out united activities, and support each other’s efforts, to 

advance the spiritual, moral and social welfare of the community.   With your help we’ll be able to serve 

families in need during this holiday season. 

  

Holiday Food Drive at the Littleton Donelan’s to collect non-perishable food items for Loaves & 

Fishes  

    Thur, Dec 4th from 5 –8 pm FCU’s night to volunteer by handing out flyers at the store entrance 

and collecting at the exit non-perishable food items listed on the flyers.  To help during this time for an 

hour or so please send an email to lcoc@fculittle.org by Dec 1st. 

    Please consider shopping during the week of Dec 2 – 6th and donate an item or items. 

  

Community Christmas Concert 

    Sat,  Dec 6th at 7 pm at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; 616 Great Road in 

Littleton 

This wonderful concert features the choirs and singers from the five LCOC churches as we begin the holi-

day season.  It’s an uplifting experience that will fill your heart with song.   Arrive early for best seating.  

If the parking lot is full, please park on the north side of Colburn Lane.  Please bring canned goods for the 

Loaves and Fishes collection. 

  

Holiday Stars – Loaves & Fishes Shop for your Child Day program AND Littleton Boys Group 

Home 

     We are collecting gift donations this year, as we have for many years, to brighten Christmas morning 

for those in need.  On Sunday, November 30th after our Worship Service a list of needed gifts request-

ed by Loaves and Fishes along with Stars for gift cards specified for the Littleton Boys Group Home will be 

available.   By noon on Sunday, December 14th unwrapped gifts for Loaves & Fishes and the gift 

cards (with stars attached) for the Littleton Boys Group Home are to be returned to FCU.  

  

You can reach the FCU representatives to the Littleton Council of Churches at lcoc@fculittle.org.  This 

year’s lay representatives are:  Jeanne Anthony, Debbie Eston and Cindy Heiland.  We welcome your 

questions and suggestions.  If you would like to serve as a representative this year please let us know. 

  

~Debbie Eston, for the FCU representatives to the Littleton Council of Churches 

 

 
 

https://webmail.networksolutionsemail.com/edgedesk/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=01999edf0408cd46aa1f6b8a21cf513b3a10&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=lcoc@fculittle.org
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FCU is Socially Active 

Loaves & Fishes  
 

 

Loaves & Fishes exists as a mission of love and faith to provide 
food and temporary support services to residents of Ayer, 
Devens, Groton, Harvard, Littleton and Shirley, and advocates 
for changes by its clients that will promote independence and 
self-reliance.If you have any questions please contact 
CSJ@fculittle.org. 

Social Justice SOS 

Do you care deeply about Justice in this world? Do you want 
FCU to be more active in this arena? The Council on Social 
Justice (CSJ) has the tools and some funds to make this happen- 
we just need extra energy and new leadership! We share infor-
mation about happenings in the UU community, and financially 
support and facilitate FCU activities--from single person one-
shot events to long-running task forces. To read a complete de-
scription of the CSJ, see 
http://www.fculittle.org/socialjustice.php  and email 
csj@fculittle.org, or contact Alice Schafer (alice-
schafer@comcast.net, 978-263-5779), Kris Ersland 
(Kersland1@gmail.com, 978-486-0574) or Cindy Heiland 
(Cgheiland@me.com, 978-263-7269) 

Share-the-Plate 

 
On the third Sunday of each month, a national charity will receive all undesignated offerings and checks made 

out to the charity as a contribution from the First Church Unitarian congregation.  On Sunday, November 16th, 

FCU contributed $870 to Alzheimer’s Association of Massachusetts and New Hampshire.  

 

Thank you so much for your support! 

 

The Deacons are pleased to announce that the Share the Plate recipient for December 21st will be the Make-A-

Wish organization.   

Make-A-Wish grants the wishes of children diagnosed with life threatening medical conditions.  “We believe 

that a wish experience can be a game-changer.”   Their vision is to grant the wish of every eligible child. 

 

 The theme for the month of December is Wonder, and we thought this Wonderful organization would make an 

excellent recipient. Please plan to give generously to this worthy cause on December 21
st
.  

 

 

Neighborhood Supper:  Neighborhood Supper is on hiatus until the renovations at the Congregational 

Church are finished, probably early next year. 

Loaves & Fishes (L&F) 

Most Needed Items 

 Cereal 

 Hearty Soups 

 Canned White Tuna 

 Canned Pasta/Canned Chile 

 Helpers and Rice Sides 

 Canned Vegetables 

 Peanut Butter & Jelly 

 Tomato Paste/Whole Tomatoes 

 Crackers/Snacks 

 Pasta -Ziti/Rotini/Shells/Rigatoni 

 Pasta Sauce 

 Depends (Lg & XL sizes) 

 Feminine Care Products 

 Toothpaste & Tooth Brush 

 Shampoo/Conditioner 

 Deodorant 

 Soap 

 

Check out the L&F website 

www.devenspantry.org for other ways to 

support this important organization and other 

donation information 

 

mailto:CSJ@fculittle.org
http://www.fculittle.org/socialjustice.php
https://webmail.networksolutionsemail.com/edgedesk/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=010008cd21ce7b64db22bf4938d3e4b3ee10&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=csj@fculittle.org
https://webmail.networksolutionsemail.com/edgedesk/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=010008cd21ce7b64db22bf4938d3e4b3ee10&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=alice-schafer@comcast.net
https://webmail.networksolutionsemail.com/edgedesk/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=010008cd21ce7b64db22bf4938d3e4b3ee10&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=alice-schafer@comcast.net
https://webmail.networksolutionsemail.com/edgedesk/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=010008cd21ce7b64db22bf4938d3e4b3ee10&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=Kersland1@gmail.com
https://webmail.networksolutionsemail.com/edgedesk/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=010008cd21ce7b64db22bf4938d3e4b3ee10&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=Cgheiland@me.com
http://www.devenspantry.org/
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FCU - FYI Church Staff 

Minister: 
Rev. Marta Valentín 
minister@fculittle.org 
  

Office hours: 

Office hours are Tuesday, Wednes-

day and Friday 2-4pm and by ap-

pointment. 

 

Thursday and Saturday are sermon 

preparation and writing days. 

 

Monday is Rev. Marta’s Sabbath 

day. Note: Rev. Marta will be away 

from December 25 through Janu-

ary 4. 

 

In an emergency Rev. Marta can 

be reached on her cellphone: 

617.513.2075 

 

Director of Spritual Develop-

ment: 

Vicki Merriam  

dsd@fculittle.org 

 

Music Director: 
Molly Lozeau 
music@fculittle.org 

Molly can be reached via email  

Church Office Administrator: 

Laura Beltrami 
office@fculittle.org 
 
The Church Office is open Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
9:30am – 2:30pm. 
Laura is available via email or 
phone during office hours. 

Sexton 
Henry Whitcomb Jr. 
sexton@fculittle.org 

Henry can be reached via email 

and/or his cell 978/273-0170 
 

NOTE:  

Church Officers 
Treasurer: 
treasurer@fculittle.org 
Scott Dressel 

Assistant Treasurer: 
AssisTreas@fculittle.org 
Sara Weeks 

Clerk: 
clerk@fculittle.org 
Monica Pilman 

Deacons: 
Deacons@fculittle.org 
The Deacons collaborate with wor-
ship and the pastoral and spiritual 
life of the church.  

Prisl Dumka (Chair), Debbie Eston, 

and Jon Welch  

Standing Committee: 
SC-chair@fculittle.org 
The Standing Committee manages 
the business and organization of  
the church.  

Deb Girard, Bob Williams, Melissa 

Baern, Mike Pilman, Betsy Read, 

Joel Ross (Chair) 
 

Other FCU Contacts 
Lay Pastoral Ministers: 
LayPastoralMinistry@fculittle.org 

The Lay Ministers, working with 

Rev. Marta, offer a listening ear and 

pastoral attention to members of the 

congregation 
 
 
Lay Pastoral Ministers: 

David Butz, Jeanne Anthony, Patti 

Sardella, Claire Farrell, Jim Nehring 

Member-Reach Committee: 
memberreach@fculittle.org 
Andy Leyenaar, Chair  

Webmaster: 
webmaster@fculittle.org 
Leslie Gloyd 

Communications Deadlines 
Community Matters Notices 
Every Thursday, 10:00 a.m.  
Printed in the Order of Service 
each week and then distributed 
on the FCU listserve. 
announce@fculittle.org 

The Bulletin 
1:00p.m. on the 3rd Tuesday  
of each Month  
Next deadline:  
Tuesday, December 16th  
at 1:00pm. Any articles sub-
mitted after that time will not 
be included. 
 
bulletin@fculittle.org 

Stay in Contact with FCU 
www.fculittle.org 
First Church Unitarian 
19 Foster Street 
Littleton, MA 01460 
office@fculittle.org 
978/486-3044 

FCU Community Listserve: 

Join the church’s listserve, to 

get breaking news from our 

community. Visit the following 

address 

http://seven.pairlist.net/ma

ilman/listinfo/fcu (you will 

need to cut and paste this into 

the address bar of your web 

browser or visit the link on our 

website under the “contact us” 

section) and enroll. For infor-

mation, please email  

office@fculittle.org. 

FCU Facebook Page 

FCU has a Facebook page. 

Please check us out at 

http://www.facebook.com/

FirstChurchUnitarianLittleton 

and, if you haven't done so al-

ready, please "Like" our page 

and share it with others who 

might be interested. If you have 

any questions about this, please 

feel free to contact the  

Outreach Committee at  

outreach@fculittle.org.  

 

mailto:minister@fculittle.org
mailto:music@fculittle.org
mailto:office@fculittle.org
mailto:sexton@fculittle.org
mailto:LayPastoralMinistry@fculittle.org
mailto:announce@fculittle.org
mailto:bulletin@fculittle.org
http://www.fculittle.org/
mailto:office@fculittle.org
http://seven.pairlist.net/mailman/listinfo/fcu
http://seven.pairlist.net/mailman/listinfo/fcu
http://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchUnitarianLittleton
http://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchUnitarianLittleton
mailto:outreach@fculittle.org
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First Church Unitarian  
19 Foster Street 
Littleton, MA 01460 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
For electronic copy, send an email to      
office@fculittle.org 

 
 

NO THANKS: If you no longer  

wish to receive this newsletter or be on  

our mailing list, please check the box  

above and return to your mail carrier.  
We will pay the postage. 

 
December 2014 Issue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View our church Calendar at 
http://fculittle.org/calendar.php 

mailto:office@fculittle.org
http://fculittle.org/calendar.php

